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ANTINOMIANIEM 


Of the preſent Age. 


Wherein that Maxim, which is fo abſolutely Gedi! | 

to their Scheme, that it cannot ſubſiſt without it, 
laid down by Mr. Marfball; viz. That in juſtify- 

ing Faith, we believe that to be true, Which is 4 
not true before we believe it, thoroughly exa- | 
- mined : Mr. Wilſen's Arguments in its Defence, | 
. conſidered and anſwered ; and the whole Antins-" 
nian Controverly, as it now ſtands, brought to a 
ſnort Iſſue, and rendered TOE to _ GE 
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Advertiſement. 


Na Piece, entitled, „ Letters apd Dialogues; | 
"upon the Nature of Love to God, Faith in 
Chriſt, Aſſurance of a Title to eternal Life.” Print- 
ed at Boſton New-England.' 1 759.——Re-printed, + 


London. 1761.—— Mr, Marſhal's account of juſti- 
Tying "Faith, ua talen Notice of, viz. That in 


juſtifying Faith, * we believe that to be true, which | 
is not true before we bilieve it.” And twelve Que- 


ries were tated on the Point. To vindicate that © 


whole Syſtem f Religion, which is founded in, and 
reſults from this kind of Faith, two Volumes were 
printed. in London, 1562. containing about 300 


Pages, each: Entitled, Palæmon's Creed reviewed | 


and:examined.: By David Wilſon, © This Author, 
among other Things, has undertaken to prove, that 

in juſtifying Faith, © we believe that to be true, 
which if not true before aur believe jt.— The 
following Pages are deſigned as an Anſwer to this 


Gentleman, on that Point. And if that Point, M. 
which is eſſential to their Scheme, and the KOOT -; 
all the Miſchief, can be proved to be wrong ; 7þ 


their whole Scheme it everthrawn. T his little 


Pamphlet then means, to bring to a ſhort Iſſue;'a A - 


Controverſy: which has been the Source of infi- 3 | 


nite Miſchief to the Souls of Mantind. 
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Ad Blow at the Root of the refi- 
ned Antinomianiſm of the pre- 
ſent Age: Ras. 


rk next and immediate Deſign, of writing 
| Wal on tontroverted Points, * to alliſt the 
en Reader, by holding forth clear Light, 10 
RHYL come to a well grounded Judgment, touch - 
ing the Point in Diſpute. And to this End, 
7 we ſhould diſtinguiſh between Things that 
at rer, ſtate the Point in Diſpute, witk great exactitude; 
e, id then preſent to the Reader, the Arguments on the 
he We fide: and the other, of the Queſtion in Debate, 
his And leave him to judge for himſelf. And accord- 
1+, Pely, in theſe Pages, I ſhall (1.) make ſome needfuf 
T Piatinctions; the not attending to which, has occaſioned 
o ſmall Confuſion in this Controverſy, about the Na- 
Pre of juſtifying Faith. (2.) State the Queſtion now 
*t be diſputed, with great exa&nefs, 3.) Offer Argu- 
5 


FX 


Ments againſt, and (4.} Conſider their Arguments in 
Favour of, the Poſition, which contains the Queſtion in 
Piſpute. And then leave every Reader to judge for 
imſelf.—— The Diſtinctions to be made, are thefe, 

& 1. Tnenr is an effential Difference between Juſtifi- 
on in the Sight of God, and a petſuaſion in our owg 
Y Minds, that we are — One is the Act of God 


4a 
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our Judge; the other is the Act of our own Minds; as is 
ſelf · evident. And God's Act muſt of Neceſſity be, in 
order of Nature, at leaſt, before our Act. We muſt be 
juſtiſied, defore we can know that we are juſtified; For a 
Thing muſt exiſt, before its Exiſtence can be perceived; 
to ſay otherwiſe, is an expreſs Contradiction. 

2. Ws are juſtified by Faith alone, and that whether 
we know our Faith to be of the right Kind,or not : But 
we are. aſſured of our Juſtification, by a Conſciouſneſs 
of our Faith, and other Chriſtian Graces, and by know- 


ing they are of the right Kind. We are juſtified without 


Reſpect to any Thing in us, or about us, conſidered as 
a recommending Qualification; ſimply by free Grace thro 
the Redemption & is in Feſus Cbriſt. Our Union with 
Chrift,.is\ the Foundation of out Iatereſt io, him, his 
Atonement and Merits ; and ſo of our Title to Pardon, 

uſtification and eternal Life, according to the Goſpel. 

aith. alone, is that an our Part, whereby we are united 


to. Chriſt and become one with him, and ſo that alone, 


by which we are juſtified. A Conſciouſneſs in our own 
Minds, that we have true Faith, and thoſe other Chriſ- 
tian Graces which. are connected with it, and always 
accompany, ty is that alone, by which-we can know that 
we are juſtified. , So that while we are; juſtified fimply 
on the Account of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, we can know 


that we are in Fact juſtiied meerly, by a Conſciouſneſs 


of our own inherent Graces. ; even as a.poor. Woman 
is made rich ſimply. by her Huſband's Eftate, with whom 
ſhe becomes one in the Eye of the Law by Marriage: 


hut ſhe knows her. Title to her Huſband's Eſtate, only 
as ſhe knows that ſhe was married to him, and actually 


continues to be. his Wife. | 
3. Tuns is an eſſential Difference between a full 
Aflurance, that thoſe, who receive Chriſt, and come to 
God in his Name, ſhall be pardoned, juſtified and have 
eternal Life: and a Conſciouſneſs that I. do receive 
Chriſt, and come. to God in his Name, and zm conſe- 
gory pardoned, juſtified and entitled to eternal Liſe.— 
hat thoſe who receive Chriſt and come to God in his 


Name, 


— 
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Name, ſhall be pardoned, juſtified, and have <ternal _ 


Life, is plainly and expreſly revealed in the Goſpel, and 


Was true before I was born. And it appears to be true 


to every one, who underſtands the Goſpel aright, and 
believes it with all his Heart. But I muſt actually un- 
derſtand the Goſpel, believe it with all my Heart, and 


in the belief of it actually receive Chriſt, and come to 


God in his Name, before I am juſtified ; and fo before 
Jean be conſcious to my ſelf that I have fo acted, and 
that conſequently I am pardoned, juſtified and entitled 
to eternal Life. 

4. ALTHOUGH Juſtification in the Sight of God, mu 
of Necelſlity be in order of Nature before our Knowledge 
that we are juſtified ; becauſe a Thing muſt exiſt be- 
fore it's Exiſtence can be perceived by the Mind: yet 
it is not impoſſibte that a juſtified Believer may know 
his Juſlification ſoon, from an inward Conſciouſneſs of 
his receiving Chriſt, and coming to God in his Name, 


and from à Conſciouſneſs of all the Chriſtian Graces, 


which are connected with, and do always accompany 


true Faith. At. Converſion, a Sinner is er out of 


Darkneſs into marvellous Light, and beholding the Glory of the 
Lord, is changed into the ſame Image; and will of Courſe 
there fore in the Time of it, in all ordinary Caſes, at 
leaſt, naturally be conſcious of the Change. And t!. 
greater the Change is, the. more conſcious will he be ct 
it. And no Man can prove but that Divine Light ma: 

poſſibly be imparted in ſo great a Negree,and the Change 
be fo clear, that at once it may be known to be a ſaving 
Change. Ido not ſay; that it is always, or that it is 
ordinarily ſo, Now-a-Days : but I am willing to grant 
that it may be ſo. And from many Expreſſions in the 
new Teſtament, I am jnclined to think it was'common- 
ly ſo in the Apoſtolic. Age. The three Thouſand cn 
the Day of Pentecoſt, not only received the Mord plad!y, 


but immediately began to fpend their Time in praiſtug 


God, Act. it.-41,47. and Converts in that Age in gene- 
ral being juſtified by Faith, had Peace with Ged, and rejeyced 
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not ſeen, ye Tove; in whom, thi) now ye Toe him not, yet be- 81 
heving, ye (one and all) cher 10th Foy wiſprafable and 
full e win © 1 Pet. i. 8. nor do we read of one Saint in 
the New "Teſtament, who doubted of his being in a 

- juſtified State: nor have we any Reaſon, from theWri- W&/ 
tings of the New Teſtament, to think, but that Afſu- 
rance of their good Eſtate was univerſally enjoyed by all 
true Believers in the Apoſtolic Age. | " 

And here, by the Way, this inclines me to entertain 
Charitable Tho'ts of-the Aan Reformers,that their Hearts 
might be right, even altho' it could be proved, that they 
made Aſſurance of the Eſſence ot Faith x as it is affirm- ef 
ed, by ſome, that they did. For they were in the heat 
of Diſpute with the Papiſfi, who. detũed that Aſſurance a 
was at all attainable in this Life. But good Men among 
the fir/? Reformers. might be eonſcivus to themſelves, that FR 
they had had Aſſurance from the very Time of their 
Converſion; and might ob ſerve from the apoſtolic Wri- 
tings, that it uſed to be ſo with the apoſtolic Converts; 
and might obſerye it to be ſo with their Converts ; 
and fo, thro' want of proper Attention to the Nature 
of Things, might be led to affirm, that Aſſurance it ſelf 
is of the Eſſence of Juſtifying Faith. And by that que 
falſeMaxim,be a inſenſibly led into many atherMiftakes. et 
| But ths Aſſembly of Div ines at We/iminſler,, who ſat about 
an hundred Years after the Reformation, time having 
been had mean while to look more carefully into Things, 
and to diſtinguiſh between Things that differ, left Aſſu- 
rance out of their Definition ot Juſtifying Faith, in their 
Confeſſion of Faith ; Larger, and Shorter Catechiſms. Nay, 
they even expreſly arm, in their Larger Catechiſm, * 
in Anſwer to Brue/tion 8 1. „ That Aſſurance of Glace 
and Salvation are not of the Eſſence of Faith.” For 
| while it was afirm:d,thatAfſurance was of the Eſſence 
| of Faith, by the Proteſtant Preachers, wo Things would. 
| eonſtamily happen, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed; which 
would tend. io convince them, iat they were wrong, viz. 

1. Many of their ſeeming Converts, who appeaxed 10 

be full of the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of the Pardon of theic 


Sins, 


Antinomianifm of the prefent: Age. P 
Sins, would apoſtatize and fall away to open Wicked 
"nels, before their Eyes: as it has been with many in 
2. And their Adverfaries, the Papiſis, who hated all 
SAſlurance of Salvation in general, as the Armenian Party- 
do in our Day, would take the Advantage of their 
1 iſtake; and make ſuch ObjeRions againſt them, as 
hey could not aniwer, Which, when the heat of the 
Dontroverſy was a little over, and the Proteffant Party 
had had Time impartially to weigh Things, loth as 
1 en naturally are to give up a Point they have once 
Zeſpouled; they would feel themſetves-obliged to do it, 
uin this Caſe.— And accordingly it eame to paſs, within 
bout an hundred Years, that Protefant Dwines in ge- 
Peral gave up that Notion, and defined Faith, in- a very 
Pifferent Manner; as we may ſee in be Confeſſim of Faith 
Ind Catechiſms of the Aſembij of Divines at He/lmmnſler, 
Ind yet. retained the Doctrine of Aſſurance, and affert-. 
in in the ſtrongeſt Language, but not as being of the 
Silence of Faith, but as reſulting: from the inward K- 
idenee of thoſe Graces, unto which the Promiſes ' are 


made.” And in New England, which was ſottled about 


2 at Pime, that Notion has been, from the very firſt: 
Settlement of it, to this Day, univerſally exploded, by 
i our Divines of Note. ay I never heard of but 
I e ſingle Miniſter, in Nzw- Eng/and,. who appeared in 
at to-defend that Notion, that Aſſurance is of the 
ZEifcnce of Faith; and he is a Miniſter over a ſeperate 
Pongregation. And Teſtimony has been publickly 
rn againſt him in Years paſt, by ſome of the moſt 
pied Mmiſters in the Country. In Scotland, when. this 
Jotion was above forty Years ago, advanced and pro- 


o 
1 2 


| pgated among them, by ſome who have ſince ſepera- 


4 


| A d themſelves from that Church, it was condemned 


the General Aſſembly r being con- 
ary to the Word of God, to their Canſaſſon of Fuith and 
atechiſms ; and all their Miniſters were ſtrictly prohibi- 
ed, under the pain of the Cenſures of that Chureh, by 
riting, Printing, Preaching, Catechiſing, or in any 
bother 
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other Way, to teach this, and the other Doctrines in RE 
Connection with it.“ Theſe Things are not ſaid, to de- 
termine what is Truth, by the Names and Influence 
of fallible Men. To do ſo, would be to juſtify the 
whole popiſb Party, in their appeal to the Pope, to decide 
al] Points of Religion; and to give up the firſt Maxin 
on which the Reformation was built 3 viz, That 1: 
Mord of God is the oniy Rule of Faith and Manners, It is 
not What the % Reformers faid,-nor what the Aſſembly of & 
Divines ſaid, nor what any other Men or Body ot Men, 
ſince the Apoſtles were dead, have ſaid, or do ſay, 
that can determine any Doctrine of Religion, or ſettle 
any Point of Controverſy about Religion. If they can- 
not be ſeitled by the holy Scriptures, they muſt re main 
for ever undetermin'd in this World. And to be un- 
willing to appeal to the Bible, and to that alone, to de- 
termine what is Truth; is a full P roof a Man is atHeart 
an infidel. He don't really believe the Bible is the 
Word of God, nor build his Scheme of Religion upon 
it ; but upon his own Experiences, or the Sayings of BY 
others, whoſe Experiences he imagines. were like his 
own. « However what has been ſaid, may let the Pub- 
lio ſee, how I can conſiſtently entertain an Opinion, that 
ſome Men's Hearts may, be more orthodox „ or bl 


See the Ad of the general Afimbly of the Church of Scotland, 
.. 1720, AR V. and 1722, Act VII. particularly theſe Words, 
. out of a Book intituled, the Marrow of Modern Divinity, 
were expreſly condemned, wiz. wherefore as PS, ard 
2 yy ſaid to the Jailor, ſo fay I unto you, Believe on l,, F- 
lud TeſuiChrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved; that is, be verily; + 

« periwaded in your Heart, that Jeſas' Chriſt is your's, and 
that you ſhall have Life and Salvation by him, that 8 
„ whatſoever Chrift did for the Salvation of Mankind, he 
did it for you — Foraſmuch as the holy Scripture ſpeak- | 

*.eth to all in general, none of us ought. to diſtruſt himſelf, it; 

but believe that it doth belong particularly to himſell. — 

Theſe Words were expreſly condemned, as making ſaving . 

Lach confiftin, „ a Maa's Perfwaſion Mat Chiiltis bin, dicw 

for him, &, L * . 
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Heads, in this Matter; which: was the Point I was 
upon. + „ n iN | 
4] "Bos while woe Converts, caa „from their: firſt Con- 
EX verſion, from x Conſciouſneſs of the ſaving Change they 
have paſſed thro', be perſwaded, that they are in a State 
of Favour with God, and Rejence in Hope of the Glory. of 
d; Satan, that great 257 to all Good, may trans- 
A form himſelf into an Angel of Light, and delude Hundred 
and Thouſands & ten Thoufands (and it is foretold that 
Satan is to deceive the Nations tiil the Thouſands Years of 

r do commence, Rev. xx. 3.) with afirmBelict 
„ that their Sins are forgiven, who never were converted; 
and ſo oblige them to believe their Sins are forgiven, 
when according to the plaineſt Declarations of Scripture, 
they are not forgiven,; and ſo neceſſitate them in order to 
an vindicate themlelves, to aſſert, that in juſtifying Faith 
ei 4 we believe that to be true which is not true before we 
believe it,” and that without any Evidence from Serip- 
he ture, Senſe or Reaſon.” E 2 
And theſe falſe Converts, emboldened by the great- 
of =zneſs of their Number, may rife, cut out a whole new 
Scheme of Religion ſubyerſive of Chriſtianity, and ſeek 
to propagate it thro' the Chriftian World, ſhewing the 
Wo. Le Rancor inſt the true Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Mean while, true Chriſtians may get puzled, ſtumbſed 
and bewildered, and ſome perhaps brought unawares to 
eſpouſe the Language of the deluded, and to ſeem; to 
plead their Cauſe. And the common Enemies to all 
experimental Religion, rejoyce. in Hopes it will finally 


i appear to all the World, that there is nothing, vital 
771 38 ki 638. 1171 os oa Pe 
lt is very obſervable, that Mr. #i/ſer; who is conſtantly re- 
and peating it, that all the proreflant Worid/are on his fide, and 
that , glorying- in it, is „in the midſt of it all, to n, 
he that while ſome hold, that I urance is of the Effenct of Faith; 
ak- others only maintain, that A/iurance accompanies it : (p- 979 
(ci, two Things in their Nature eſſentially different, nay cont 
". to each other. For to ſay, that Aſſurance accompanies Faith, 
ing 


| is to ſay, it is not Faith, but ſomething elſe, which gue 
ics UF | Believers are wont to have in Company with Faith.“ 


3 ABhmatthr Roto dhe o 


Piety, and that all Religion confiſts in an external re- 
gular Behaviour; and it is no matter What Men's Prin- l 
ciples be, if their Lives are but good: which is nothing W 
better than down - right Infidelity. T5 | 
Tus. I take to be the Devil's Grand Scheme, in this 
preſent Age; and to counteract this his Deſign has been 
one chief End of all my former Publications: and ſo Wh: 
how-of this.——But te return, and to proceed to flate . 
the Queſtion to be diſputed:- Ch, 

I tlie beginning of my third Dialigne, which was on It 
the Netare of france of a Title tu eternal Life, I had 
ſaid; that's Sartftification, taking the Word in à large ff 
-and*compretienſive” Senfe, is the Evidence, the only e 
e Beripture. evidence; of a good Eflate?” And to pre- Bc 
vent Miſunder ftanding, I added, “It is uſual for Di- WE" 
| vines to diftinguiſh between Regeneration and: Con- We 
f eyerfion, between firft Converſion & progreſſive Sancti- Wp4 
| «fication; between Divine Views and holy Affections, Wb 
| between Grace in the Heart and an boly Life and he 


1 „ ortyet ſttion; but I mean to compretend/all under o 
1 one general Name. You ay call it the Image of 

N 4 God; e e e , or a real Confor- an 
i as to the Divm 


| Law, and 4 genuine 8. 4 f 

n the Goſpel of Chritt. I Have already Tet you e 

| | 4 ſce What! Apprehendto be the Nature of Law and Wit: 

| [} a! Goſpel; of Love ta God and Faith in Chrift;—Wher WH! 
| 


«ay; this is the owly Evidence, I mean, that this is * 
«*the only Thing wherein Salm and Sinners; in every 
Inſtance, ahr. One has the Image of God, the 
| | igtherdias rot Or to expreſs my Tef in the Lan- 

1 guage of Inſpiration, Joh. xvii. 3. This is Life eter- 

| | 4 nal; 49"hnowthet dba ang fru Gd, 2 Le! 
| | 1 thou haſt end And eh. ii. 445 « | | 
l „ t we Amte Him, i wi 4 8 mmandmads. Hei that 
44 Hh e hum, and heeprth not his Cemmanamenti, 44 a 
«Lit, and ib Tenth ir not in him. But whoſe ferpeth bis 
* Hard, in bim verily is the Love of Cod per feed: hirthy 
«ror #now- thet' we are'tn = 
"bv Apfpet 6 which Wore, M?, cu 


— — — 


e ſays, this 


e- << is no other than the. Aſſurance of the Phariſce.” "Far - 
Aber Defence, p. 265, but why ? becauſe, fays he, it 
1g only, founded on the Difference there is between 

Shim and other Men“ To which Freply ; and this may 
is Ms. well be ohjected againſt the Afurance of all the a+ 
noſtolical Saints; as is evident from 1 Fob. ii. 3, 4, 5. 
be very Text I quoted, For they knew they loved 


orld lay in Wiekedneſs. And therefore they ſaid, 
Joh. v. 19. inet that we are of God, and the 


0 

a bel Wor id leb in Withedreſi. And will Mr. Cudworth 
ge rm, that their Aſſurance was that af the Phary/ees 
ily FBelides there is a Fallacy in his Words: For the apaſto- 
c. ical Aſſurance did not ariſe meerly from a Con- 
)j. couſineſs, they differed from others; Which might 
n- e true, and yet they have no Grace; as was the Caſe 
ti- iin che Ehariſte ; but from à Conſciouſneſs, that their 
1s, Mbaracters were a ie to the Goſpel Standard; that 


ey had thoſe Graces which, according to Chriſt's 


er Poly Religion, are peculiar to the Saints, and certainly 
of ongected with eternal Life. Upon this, their Aſſu- 
jr. ance was 2 as I had repreſented. However, if 
ce ir. Cudtorth's Words prove nothing elſe, yet at leaſt 
ou ey ſeem to be a ſufficient Evidence of his. hearty Diſ- 


ffection to the only ſcriptural Aſſurance of a good E- 
at we may as well „place the dome of a Cathedral 


dis only ſcriptural Foundation.— But how then would 
have us get Aſſurance? even by believing that our 
Das are forgiven, while conſcious that we are upon a 


$ and them, as dead in Sin, as impenitent and uncon- 
rted,and as full of Emwity toGod.—And thisBelief is 


e for this Belief ? What Evidence for the Truth of 
hat we believe? why none at all, ſays honeſt Mr. 
ar ſhall, from Seripture Senſe or Reaſon.” For the 
act helleved to be true is not true betore we believe it.” 
And as Mr. Cudworth affirms Aſſurance from a Conſ- 

| __ ciouſnels 


ee of the preſent Age. 9 


od, and kept his Commands, while the reſt of the 


ate. And he appears to think -with- his late Friend, 


n dhe Stalk of 2 Tulip, as place our Aſſurance on 


pevel with the worft of Sinners, no difference between 


d beget our firſt Love.— But alas, what Grounds have : 


- 
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tion, is attainable in tlie preſent Life; 4 r n T 
: ' 8 1 k. 


the following Words of the celebrated Mr. H—y, will ſhow, 


hat you pleaſe, a Love of the Breihren, or a Love of 


Life; theſe goodQualifications are ſometimes like the Stars | 


ciouſneſs of - Sandtification, to be the Aſſurance of the WM 1 
Phariſee ; ſo his Brother Mr. Hi/on,with the fame Spi- p 
rit, affirms it to be the Aſſurance of Papiſſi, perhaps an ( 
hundred Times over ;* altho' he well knew, that the W « 


apo join with Antinomians, in denying that a certain 
A 


trance, from a' Conſciouſneſs of our own Sanctifica- Mt « 


® See Mr. Wilſon's Review of Palænen' Creed. Vol. 2. p. 101. 
and elſe · where thro both his Volumes, — N. B. The parti- 
cular References to Mr. iin, which will be made in theſe 
Sheets, will be to his zd Vol. in which he has made fome 
þ + nr my Dialogues. I here give Notice of it once 
— | r N 


Page 104. Mr. Vin fays, ſpeaking of the Papiſi. 2s it 
F ** 1 Men will frequently have too — Rea- 

« ſon to ſuſpect the fincerity of their own Love and Obedi- 

*« ence ; whether the former be genuine, and the latter ſuch 4 

« as God will accept of ; they .granted, that any hope of | 
_ «+ Salyation Men can attain to in this mortal State, maſt, 
and ought, fil] to be mixed with Fear and Doubting : — ht 
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bey newer tan attain to any abſolute Certainty about it. Such WY 


were the leading Sentiments of the moſt eminent Teachers 
« in-the Rami Church“ | 

Aud how exactly agreable theſe Sentiments are to the 
Sentiments of the moſteminentTeaches of Mr Miſſen's Party, 


This Method of ſeeking Peace and Aſſurance, I fear, will 
perplex the ſimple Minded ; and cheriſh, rather than fup- 
* preſs the Fluctuations of Doubt. For, let the Signs be 


all Righteouſneſs, a Change of Heart, or an Alteration of 


Noon day, not eofily, if at all, diſcernible : or.elſe they 
« e like a Glow-worm in the Night, g/ommering, rather 
chan ſhining : Conſequently, wall yield, at the beſt, but a 
„ ſeeble — it the work, a very precarious Evidence — If, in 
« ſuch a Manner, we ſhou'd acquire ſome little Aſſurance, 
© how ſoon may it be «unſettled by the incurfions of dai- 
* ly Temptations, or deſtroyed by the InfurreQtion of te- 
maining Sin! at ſuch a JunQure, chow will it 231 its 
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he BY Mr. Nhe have us get Aſſuranee? even, by believing 
Pi- our Sins are forgiven, without any Conſeiouſneſs of any 
an Grace in us, without any Reflection upon the Act of 
he e Appropriation made by the Believer, or a Perſuaſian of 
ain s the Truth of his own Raith.“ p. 123. Without know - f 
ca- Ling any Thing further about their Kute, than that 1 
11d BY <5 they are by Nature Childien ll ratb, and Heirs of Hell, 
Ir. under the Curſe of an angry Sin-revenging God.“ 
oi. p. 175. Theſe are his owa Words. | 
rti- Bur how ſhall we know that our Sins are forgiven'? 
1eſe ¶ are our Sins forgiven while we are in an impenitent, un- 
me | converted, chriſtleſs State f are they forgiven even while 
ace we are © Heirs of Hell, and under the Curſe of an an - 
 Eegry God?” that is, forgiven, when they are not for- 
uh given! an expreſs Contradiction this! or are we to be- 
en lieve they are forgiven, when in Fact they are not for- 


_ given? yes, this is the very Thiag Artenomians uſe to 
— hold, that the Elect are juſtified from Eternity, or from . 
oft, the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and that in due time their | 


Juſtification is manifeſted to them by the Spirit, on 
uch Which they commence Believers. And this Scheme, 
gets how contrary ſoever tothe BTEII E, was conſiſtent with 

it ſelf. But that Scheme is new modelled. And now 
the I chey ſay, that in Juſtifying Faith, „we believe that to 


rty, be true, which is not true before we believe it.“ This 
ow. ET : Nen amn. 
will N ' 


Standing! how retain its Being ! it will fare like a tot - 
« tering Wall, before a Tempeſt ; or be a; the Ruſh without 
« Mire; and the Flag without Water. N ' 

Bur while Papift, and Antinomiens thus join to deny any 
certain Aſſurance by out own inherent Graces, the A//embly 
of Divine: at Weftminfier, agreable with the holy Scriptures, 
ſtrongly aſſert it. C/ , Faith, Chap, xviii. © Sach as 
truly believe in the Lord Jeſus, and love him in Sincerity, 
„g may in this Life be certainly aſſured, that they are 
in a State of Grace,” —— This Certainty is not a bare 

- * conjeQural and probable Perſuaſion— but an infalible Aſ- 

9 ſurance of Faith, founded upen the divine FPruth of the 

** Promiſes of Salvation, the inward Evidence of thoſe Graces 


uno which theſe Promiſes are made,” & 


full Aſſurance that the wholeBible and all the Prote/lant 


ther Defence, p. 246. 
- BuT Mr. 2 


if this ſingle Poſition is falſe, their whole Scheme is falſe. 


A Blow at the Root of the refined. 


Mr:Ma/bal.bad ſaid- And thisSaying of Mr: Merſbal?'s, 
Mr. Filſon undertakes to vindicate, (p. 14.) pretending 


12 


World are ont his Side. | 
Mr. Cudworth was affrighted & ſhock'd at the Thought 
of i believing that to be true which is not true before 
we believe it, without any Evidence from - Scripture, 
Senſe or Reaſon,“ after I had; ſhewn_ the Abfurdity of 
it in the twelve Queries in my fecond Dialogue. He felt 
he could not anſwer my Reafoning. He was afraid, He 
durſt not look the Point fairly in the Face, He turned 
his Eyes, and buried himſelf in Obſcurity in the midſt 
af a Multitude of ambiguous Words. And to pacity 
his credulous Reader, ſays, that I miſrepreſent their 
Scheme; when he, at the ſame Time, knew. that IL had 
repreſented it exactly as Mr. Marſball, a Writer highly 
celebrated by all their Party, had done. See his Fur- Wi 


[on is a Man of Courage; he thinks he if 
can maintain the Point: He ſees it muſt be done, or 
their whole Scheme be given up. He has tried: He 
has doubtleſs done his beſt. And this is the very Point 
now to he examined, via. Whether in juſtifying Faith 
< we believe that to be true, which is not true before 
we believe it?“ | 5 

A Poſition in it ſelf ſo evidently abſurd, that were it 
not made Uſe of to deceive Multitudes of precious Souls, 
it Would not deſerve the leaſt Attention of any Man of 
Senſe. - But Matters being as they are, it is worth while 
to examine it. And it is worth while for all concerned 
in the Briiiſb Dominions to attend to the Subject. For 
it lies at the Foundation of their whole Scheme. And 


For they all affirm that, our Sins are not forgiven before 
we believe they are forgiven. And that in the firſt di- 
rect. A of juſtifying Faith we believe they are forgiven. 
And therefere it js, and muſt be, a fundamental Maxim Bi | 
with them, upon. the Truth of which their wholeScheme . b 
depends hat, in juſtifying Faith, we believe that to be true, if © 


-which 15, not true beſore we believe it. | No 
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No Writer, I ever ſaw, has expreſſed the Matter with 
ſuch undiſguiſed Honeſty and Simplicity, as their cele- 
„ brated Mr. Aarſball, whoſe Goſpel Myſtery of Sanctification, 
they proteſs.to value next to the Bible: Let us there- 

ht fore hear his owa Words, look into their plain and na- 
re tural Meaning, and Rate diſtinftly the Point to be diſ- 
e, puted. * 18 | 
= Mr. Mar/hal”s Words are theſe, and the more we 
think of them, the more remarkable will they appear. 
Let it be well obſerved, that the Reaſon Why we are 
to aſſure our ſelves in our Faith, that God freely giv- 
eth Chriſt and his Salvation to us in particular, is not 
e becauſe it is a Truth before we believe it, but becauſe 
eit becometh a certain Truth when we believe it; and 
* becauſe it never will be true, except we do in ſome 
>< Meaſure perſuade. and. aſſure our ſelves that it is ſa. 
We have no abſolute Promiſe or Declaration in Scrip- 
ture, that God certainly will or doth give Chriſt and 
his Salvatioa to any one of us in particular; neither 
do we know it. to be true already by Scripture or 


or 
tie Senſe or Reaſon, before we aſſure our ſelves abſolutely 
ol it; yea, we are without Chriſt's Salvation at prey 


ſent, in a State of Sin and Miſery. ; under the Curie 
and Wrath of God. Only — ue are bound by the 
Command of God, thus to aſſure our ſelves: and 
the Scripture doth ſufficiently warrant us, that we 
ſhall not deceive our ſelves, in believing. @ Lie but 
* according to our Faith, ſo ſhall it be to us. Mat. ix. 29. 
his is a ſtrange Kind of Aſſurance, far different 
from other ordinary Kinds; and thereſore no won- 
der if | it. be found weak and imperfect; and difficult 
to be obtained, and aſſaulted with many Doubtings. 
We are conſtrained to believe other Things, on the 
clear Evidence we have that they are true, and would 
remain true, whether we believe them or no; ſo that 
* we cannot deny ourAſſent, without rebelling againſt 


2 the Light of our Senſes, Reaſon, or Conſcience... But 
mac here our Aſſurance, is not impreſſed on our Thoughts 
e, by any Evidence of the Thing; but we muſt work 
No 7 2 | . 
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«it out: in our ſelves by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of 
God.“  Myſteryo p. 173, 194 —In this plain, hotieſt 
Declaration, which opens to clear view the Heart and 
Soul of their whole Scheme, theſe right Things may be 
abſerved. 1 1 1 K | 7 4 7 

1. I general: That“ this is a STRAN GR Kind ofAſ. 
ſurance, FAR DIFFERENT from other ordinary Kinds.” 
In athother Kinds of Affurance, he obferves, there are 
theſe two Things. (t.) What we: believe is true: be+ 
fore we believe it, and whether we believe it or nb” 
ta.) „We are conſtrained to believe on the clear Evi- 
denee we have that they are true.“ hut this is 2 
ſtrange Kind of Aſſurance, far different from other or- 
dinary Kinds,” in theſe ttro Reſpects. (t.) As we be⸗ 
Heve * that 10 be true, which is not true before we be- 
Beve it; and never would be true, if we did not believe 
ic. (al) Ag we believe without any Rvidenoe of the 
Thing.“ , Any Evidence from | Scripture; Senſe or 


Reaſon,” Herein the Strangeneſs con ſiſts, and its Differ- 


ence from all other Kinds ot Aſſurance in the Univerſe. 

A true Convert gets Aſſurance thus. The Word 
of God teaches, Fob. i. 12. That he who receives Chriſt 
and believes in his Name, is a Child of Ged: But Ire- 
ceive Chriſt and believe in his Name; therefore Fam a 
Ehildt of God. — Again, the Word of God teaches, 
Alt iii. 19. That he who and is converted (hall 


Have his Sins blotted out: But | repent and am con- 


verte&; therefore my Sins are blotted out. — Once 
more, the Word of God teaches Aels xvi. 31. That he 


favedi—- This is the ordinary“ Way ot getting Aſſurance. 
And the Things believed are- true before we believe 
them: and we believe only in exact Proportion to our 
Evidence. J 2 | 
Bur in « this ſtrange Kind of Aſſurance,” a Sinner 


who as yet is impenitent, unconverted, has not received 


Chriſt, nor believed in his Name, but is © under the 


Wrath and Curſe of God,” believes- his Sins are for: 


given; 


ho believes in the LordJeſus Chriſt ſhall be ſaved: But] 
I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chiſt; therefore I ſhall be 
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given ; not becauſe they are, for they are not; not be- 
"cauſe he has Evidence they are, for he has none; but 
full Evidence to the contrary. But ſay they, becauſe 
God has commanded him to believe'that they are for- 
given, and promiſed that if he believes they are forgiven, 
they ſhall be forgiven. That is, God has commanded 
him to believe a Lie, and promiſed that if he believes that 
he, it hall become a Fruth. According to our Faith 
ſo ſhall it be to us Not that that Text in Mat. ix. 29. 
ſpeaks a Word about © this ſtrange Kind of Aſſurance?“ 


For it does not. The Thing the two blind Men be- 


lieved was true before they believed it: and they were 
conſtrained to believe by clear Evidence. via. That 
Chriſt was able to open their Eyes. See ver. 27,28.— 
No. This Kind of Aﬀurance is fo ffrange, that it is not 
ſo much as once required, commanded, exhorted to, or 


recommended in the Bible: nor any thing like it. Nor 


indeed is there any Thing like it in theUniverſe. For it 


is in truth “a ſtrange kind of Aſſurance, far different x 
from other ordinary Kinds.” But to be — — | 


lar, and that even thoſe who are of the weakeſt Cape 
city, may not only think, but be quite certain, that we 
do not miſunderſtand this Author, ſo very highly cele- 
brated by Gentlemen of the firſt Rank on that Side of 
the Queſtion, obſerve, © EIN bh 

2. Tas thing to be belieyed is a ſuppoſed Fact, which 
has no Exiſtence, viz. that God freely giveth Chriſt 
and bis Salvation to us in particular.“ Which he ſays, 
&© js not truc before we believe it.“ But pray, what 


does he mean by God's giving Chtift and his Salvetion + 


to us in particular?“ We often read in the Bible of the 
Gift of Chriſt, but every thing taught in the Bible relat 
ting io that grand and glorious Affair, is true before 
we believe, and whether we believe or tho: For Int 
ſtance, is it not true, whether we believe it or not, that 
Cd fo laued the World, as ts give his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in bim ſbonld not periſh, but baut ver- 
laſting Life Joh. iii. 16. And ate not thoſe Werds 


tue Whether ye belle ve them or not, that Oed bab 
e 1 
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£70en ta ut eternal Life, and this Liſa in in his Sen? 1 Joh. 
v. 11. And again, were: not thoſe Words ttue, whether the 
Jews believed them or not, 4% Father giveth you the true 
Bread from Heaven ?. Joh. vi. 32, Yes, beyond all Doubt, 
all abeſe Things are true, and. every ſingle Semiment 
implied in them is. true, has been true above theſe 
Thouſand Years, and. will. remain true, whether 
we believe them or not. And indeed this is the Caſe 
with all the Truths contained in the Bible; yea, with 
every fingle Truth in the Univerſe. They are true 
before we believe them, and whether we believe then 
or not. f | | | 
War then does Mr. Marſball mean by God's giv- 
ing Chriſt and his. Salvation to us in particular? 
which he ſays, eis not true before we believe it. Not at 
ving ofGhry/i we read of in the Bible: but ſomething e- 
6 different. He plainly means giuing us in particular 
ſaving interefl in Chrifi and his Salvation: granting us 
Pardon, Juſtification and a Title to eternal Life, While 
Impennent and unconverted. This is plain from what 
he conſigers as oppoſite thereto. Lea, we are with- 
«out Chriſt's Salvation at preſent, in a ſtate of Sin and 
*« Miſery,under the Wrath and Curſe of God” Which 
Words determine his meaning with the utmoſt Cer- 
| S800 that the Fact to be believed to be true is 
this, that we have a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt, are deli- 
_ ered jrom he Wrath and Curfe of God,” are par- 
Adoned and entitled to eternal Life: and indeed this is 
no more than Mr. Miſſan, and all others in his Scheme, 
' Hold, that we do believe, in the firſt dire ct Act of juſti- 
Hing Faith; and without which they all fir our 
Faith is not laving To be ſure Mr. ion affirins this, 
over and over again, perhaps an Hundred Times, thro' 
both tus Volumes. Particularly p. 145. he defines juſti- 
tying Faub in theſe Words. Junif ing Faith is a de- 
leving the Remiſſion of Sins with fpectal Application 
to a Man's felt Now obſerve, | 
3. Mr., Marſhall ſays, „this 15 not true before we 


believe it. But had it been dec/ared, expteſy or im. 
* — ; _  plicitly 


Seen 


, — — . 
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plicitly, in the Word of God, it had been true before 


we believe it, and whether we believe it or not: for 


this is the Caſe with every Declaration in the Bible. 
But Mr. Marfall is ſo open, frank, and honeſt, .as to 
own that it is not taught in the Word of God: Wr 
«© have noabſolute Promiſe or Declaration in Seripture, . 
« that God doth or will give Chriſt and his Satvation - 
& to any one of us in particular.—Yea, we are without... 
Chriſt's Salvation at preſent, under the Wrath of God.“ 
——Therefore, = W447 
4. The thing to be believed to be true, inſtead of 
being true before we believe it, is falſe. Yea, is known - 
to be falſe, is owned to be .falſe, is publickly declared 
before the World to be falle. Inſtead. of Our having 
a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt, we are under the Wrath 
and Curſe of God.“ And therefore this honeſt Man, 
in perfect Conſiſtence with himſelf, declares, 0 J 
5... Nz:TSER, do we. know it to be true already by 
Scriptute, or Senſe, or Reaſon,” — our Aſſurance is not 
«impreſſed on our Thoughts by Ax Evidence of the 
« Thing.-And indeed, nothing could be.moreabfurd - 
and Self contradictory, than to pretend {as ſome of the 
Party ſeem to do) to have any Evidence of the truth 
ot a Fact, which is known and acknowledged not to be 
true. For if we not only think, but know, that it is not 
true; we know that there is Evidence of its Untruth; 
Not fimply,oo. Evidence of its truth; but full Demons 
Rration of at's Falſhood.+ But how a Man, not given 
r e | 75 up 
4 Mr. Manßball' meaning is ſo plain, that it ſeems impoſſible it 
mould be any plainer. And theſe Words did not drop from 
- bis Pen inadvertently ; bat the plain Truth of the Caſe 
drew them from him. For he has ſaid nothing but what is 
- abſolately effential to their Scheme. He knew it was io ; 
aud he had Honeſty enough to own it. True. Mr Cudrwirth 
' was'{enfible, he could not. vindicate the Scheme, ſet in this 
© "open honeſt Light. - Therefore he (abſolutely without any 
Grounds) pretends I miſrepreſent their Scheme; and tben 
- "bbrievup himſe in a heap of ambiguous Words ; without 
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up to Deluſion, can believe that to be true, which he 
certainly knows is falle, may puzzle a Locke or Newt 
to ſay. However, Mr. Marſhall goes on to declare, 
6. Thar herein lies the great difficulty of Believing, 
not as it is with divine Truths, becauſe the thing to be 
believed is contrary to our vicious Byaſſes; (Joh. iii. 19. 
bur meerly becauſe we have no Evidence ol it's Truth, 
but full Demonſtration. that it is falſe. * This is 2 
«+ ſtrange kind of Aſſurance, far different from other 
« ordinary Kinds; and therefore no wonder if it be 
found weak and imperſect, and difficult to be obtain: 
„ed, and afſaulted with many Doubtings.” * But 
pray, wherein. does it differ. from all other Kinds 
of Aſſurance ? and why is. it ſo difficult to be obtained? 
He goes on, to fay,..**we are conſtrained .to believe other 
« things on the clear Evidence that we have that they 
©« are true, and would remain true, whether we beli- 1c 
* them. or no: ſo that we cannot. deny ourAtſent,with: 
* out rebelſing againſt the. Light of our Senſes, Reaſon 
©. or. Conſcience :. but here our Aſſurance is not im 
e preſſed on our I boughts BY. ANY EVIDENCE oF 
* THE THING,”'— And on this Account, and meer{y 
ar: Account, is it difficult to believe this Fac; 
For there is no Man, but that would be glad to believe, 
that inſtead of going io Hell after Death, he ſhall” be 
for ever happy in Heaven, Balaam ſaid, let me die tht 
Death of the Rightoeus, and let my latter End be like hi. 
So that wicked Men would be glad to get this Frith; 
a." Ds: arty {EO eee een 
4 appeal to all Men of common Senſe, into whoſe Hands this 
' hill come, whether I do not underſtand My, Mag Words 
© in the Senſe, the very Senſe, the only Senſe they can poſſib!y 
| bear —It'it plain beyond diſpute; that Mr. -J/7//er under- 
fads them in the very Senſe 1 do. For, as we- ſhall ſee 
Preſently, he maintains, that in juſtify ing Faith (we believe 
that to be true which is not true before we believe it.”— 
Wel.— if it is not true, it is ſalſe— And if it is not true; it 
© implies a Contradiflion't6 ſay. that there is any Evidence 
" from Scripture, Senſe or Reaſon,” of its Truth And there- 


fore if it be believed at all, it muſt be without any Evi- 


/ gence from Seripture, Senſe or Realon, as Mr, gl 


'" honeftly owns. 
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and if they eannot get it, it-is not becauſe they are not 
willing to have it; as was the Caſe with the-- wicked 
Jews, whom Chriſt upbraided, Joh. v. 40, 1 WILL 
NOT come to me that ye might have Life; but meerly be- 
cauſe they have not any Evidence of the thing.“ 80 
then they are not to blame for their Unbeliet ; for: it 
is no Crime. Rather they are to be pitied'; forit-can 
be confidered only as a Calamity. And accordingly 
ſeveral: Writers have of late appeared in Great» Britain 
— ay to prove, that Faith is no Duty, and Unbeliet 
no Sin. - | = 
| Tavs far then Mr. Mar/halt's Words are plain, and 
his Meaning eaſy to be come at: but the next Parti- 
cular is not without ſome Diffleult) For, TE 
- 7. He ſays, that the- Fact not being true, but rather 
known to be falſe, and ſo there being no Evidence of 
any Kind, or from any Quarter to build our Faith up- 
on, we muſt therefore „work it out in your ſelves by 
the Aſſiſtanee of the Spirit of God.“ But how can 
a Man, in his right Senſes, go about to work up him- 
ſelf to believe, that to true, which he knaws is not 
true, but abſolutely falſe? and which Way does a 
Man go to work in this Caſe-? He does not look for 
Evidence; for he knows there is none from Seripture, 
Senſe or Reaſon. Nay, he does not try to believe ie 
to be true, as ſuppoſing it true; for he knows it 
is not true. But he tries to believe it is true, that it 
may become true, by his believing it to de true. 
Surprizing, ſhocking Affair Ne 

Ax all this by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God.“ 
hut pray, how can the Spirit of God grant any 
Aſſiſtance in ſucli a Caſe? Were the Fact true, and 
were there Evidence of its Truth, we ſhould need no 
Aſſiſtance in the Caſe. A wicked Man is as able and as 
willing to believe ſuch a Fact as any Saint in the World. 
And fince the Fact is known not to be true, and it is 
known there is no Evidenee of its Truth, but full De- 
moniſtration of its Falſhood, what Aſſiſtance can the Spi- 
nit of God grant in the Caſe? The Fam prays, 
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Open thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous things ou WM - 
of thy Lew. And if our vicious Biaſſes render us in- 
attentive to, and prejudice us againſt, divine Truths ; 
ſo that we are flow of Heart to believe them to be, wha He 
in Fact they are, whether we believe or no; or ſ if u: 
| hate the Light becauſe our Deeds are evil, if we hate the WW] « 
Truth becauſe it condemus us, we may need the In- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit to remove our Prejudices, Wh. 
to open our Eyes, to make us attentive to and give us MM... 
a reliſh for the Truth, to cauſe us to ſavinr the Things wh: th 
be of Cad; and fo long as any Corruption remains in 
our Hearts, to blind our Minds to the holy Beauty and 
Glory of Divine Truths, we may need the Divine Spi- 
rit, to open our Eyes, that uur may beheld wondrous Thing 
out of: God's Law, But in this Caſe, there is no Preju- 
judice in the Heart of the moſt. wicked Man in the 
World to be removed; for the Fact believed would 
have ſuited Balaam himſelf. And it can be of no Ad- 
vantage to have'our Eyes opened in the Caſe; but rather 
a Diſadvantage. For the wider our Eyes are opened, 
the more plainly and clearly ſhall we ſee, that it. is not 
true, but abſolutely falſe ; that there is no Evidence of 
its Truth, but full Demonſtration ot its Falſhood, 
There is nothing in the Caſe, therefore, to be done, by 
any Spirit, for us, but to put out our Eyes, and blind th. 
our. Minds, that ſo we may, by the mighty lower of R. 
Deluſion, be. led firmly to believe a Lie. But ſurely, .. 
No. Spirit will do this for us, but that wicked Spirit, .. 
who is the Father of Lies, and a Murderer from the be- Hop 
ginn. He may bring] Texts of . Scripture to us, as ice 
once he did to our Sayiour,and. apply them to ourSauls, Nor 
ne after another, till raviſhed with Joy, we cry out, Nun 
9 know, my Sins are forgiven iI know God loves Wc, 
„mel I know I ſhall be ſaved ! Iam as certain of it, Ma. 
«+. as:of my own Exiſtence ! and ſhould all the Word Wy) 
e fay..I am deluded, I would not regard them!“ 
J have been particularly acquainted with many Inſtan- ta! 
ces of Sinners thus deluded. Numbers of our Con- WM at 
verts in New. England twenty Years ago, were to 1 ap. 
pęatance converted thus. x nus 
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Tnus we have taken an impartial View of Mr. 
Marſballs Doctrine, the very Doctrine Mr. ilſon 
has undertaken to vindicate; and for a compleat ſtating 
he Queſtion to be diſputed, there is but one Obſerva- 
ion more to be made. 

8. A fundamental Maxim in Mr. Marſhals Scheme, 
pn. which all the-reft depends; I zy, A fundamental 
Maxim in Mr. Marſbail's-whole Scheme is, that in 

uſtiſying Faith “we believe that to be true, which is 

ot true before we believe it.” And this Maxim is ab- 
plutely eſſential to his Scheme. For, 

Tas Fact believed is that “my Sins are forgiven." 

er in other. Words, that l have a ſaving Intereſt in 
Chriſt and all the Begetits purchaſed by him.“. Now, 
If they ſey, that this is true before I believe it, they 
muſt, with the groſſeſt Sort of Antinomians, hold, that 
te are jigſliſted before: Faith, in expreſs Contra! i&tion to 
the whole Goſpel.— I his they do not, they dare not 
ſay.--- They are therefore under an abſolute neceſſity 
to ſay, that we believe that to be true which? is not true 
before we believe it.“ 

Bur if it is not true before we believe it, then e 
thing Mr. Aarſball has ſaid will ineyitably follow. For 
if it is not true, it is falſe. If it is not true, there is, 
there can be, no Evidence from Scripture, Senſe or 
Reaſon” that it is true. And therefore we muſt believe 
« without any Evidence of the Thing.“ And ſo it is 
*. a' ſtrange. kind of Aſſurance,“ and *difficu}t! to be 
obtained, and we muſt*wwork it out in our ſelves.“ And 
it being fo contrary to commonSenſe,cven to theReaſon 

of all Mankind, to believe that to be true Which we 
know is not true, we evidently need the Affance N 
ſome Spirit in the Affair. Not the Spirit of God in- 
deed, for he never helps Men to believe any thing, but 
what is true before we believe it. | 

Ir therefore it can. be proved, that this fundamen- 
tal Maxim is falſe, down goes their whole Scheme, and 
al] 10 are ſettled upon ” lie buried 1 in its Ruins, — 
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1. Ir is ſelf- evident, that in all Inſtanees, a thing /e 
muſt exiſt, at leaſt, in order ot Nature, before it's Ex- fc 
iſtence can be diſcerned: by the human Mind. To ſay : 
otherwiſe, is an expreſs Contradiction. For, to d iſcern & 
that a Thing exiſts before it does exiſt, is to ſee that it Ci 
is before-it is: Which 4s the ſame as to ſay, that 21 F. 
Thing may be, and not be, at the ſame Time. Which th 
is an expreſs Contradiction—— 
Bur to believe n Sint are forgiven, is to diſcern that MW w 
this Fact is really fo, that this Thing dots exiſt. I's MW ne 
Exiſtence then is in order of Nature, before I diſcern MW 
it's Exiſtence. For to ſay, I can ſee a Thing to be, is 
which is not, is an expreſs Contradiion. So then | 
they muſt ſay, we are juſtified before Faith, or their ;; 
Faith is an inconſiſtent, Self- contradictory Thing. th 

I Jam well aware, that this Sort of Converts, in their MW 1; 
inward Experiences, are wont to have the Love of God t 
and pardon of Sin, to their Apprehenfion, manifeſted MW +; 
to their Souls before they believe. For this Minifeſta- t 
tion is the Ground of their belief: and indeed it would no 
be ſimply ĩimpoſſible, they ever ſhould believe, if they had MG 
not ſomething of this Nature. For no human Mind 41 
can believe what appears to be not true. But it will MW 7 
not do to ſpeak out thisSecret, & tell theWorld plainly MW $ 
how kit is. For then it would appear, that they are W 6 
juftified before Huith, and all would join to condemn them n 
I 

* 
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as gro/s Antinomans. And theretore they are obliged to 
give ſuch an Account of their Faith, as in its own Na- 
ture evidenily implies a Contradiction. Nor can you 
get one of theſe Men'coolly and impartially to attend 
to this Point, becauſe they ate conſcious of an inſupc- 
Fable Difficulty. Rather, they will bury themſelves in 
obſcurity, in à multitude of ambiguous Words, not at 
all to the ' Purpoſe, Witneſs Mr. Cuawerth's Farther 
Defence, and Mr. Wilſat's Review. | ie! 


2. Tas Thing believed to be true, is on their own 
Scheme, a Lie. For, renne 
Farr all hold that we are not pardoned till after - 
Faith, at leaſt in order of Nature, Beſure, Mr. I il 


ſen 
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ſm expreſſes this ſtrongly. © He ſays, p. 209. that *Juſti- 
fication is a Conſequent of our Union with Chriſt by 
Faith.“ And to the ſame Purpoſe; page 191,195, 205, 
c. Now, if it be a” Conſeguent of our Union with 
Chriſt by Faith, then it does not exiſt till after Faith. 
Faith is in order of Nature before Juſtification. But 
their Faith conſiſis in believing they are juſtified. 
And ſo it conſiſts in the believing of a Lie. Unleſs they 
will contradict themſelves, and ſay, that Juſlifcation is 
not a Conſequent of our Union with Chrift by Fauh. - Or 
ee affirm, that to believe a Thing is, when it is not, 
is not to believe a Lie. Beſides, | 
Tue Propoſition believed to be true in their Faith, 
is what they themſelves muſt own to be 2 Lie, on ano- 
ther Account: For in their Faith, the Propoſitlon be- 
lieved to he true is, that an Unboliever is juſliſiul. For 
their Faith does not conſiſt in believing this Propoſition, 
vis. IJ, whoam a Believer, am juſizfed. For this is 
true, before it is believed, and whether it is believed or 
not. — But their Faith conſiſts in believing this Propo- 
nion, viz. I, uu am an Unbeliever,am juſtified, which, as 
they fay, is not true before it is believed; and for the 
Truth of which we have no Evidence from Scripture, 
Senſe or Reaſon.— For they all maintain, that in the 
firſt Act of. Juſtifying Faith, prior to any Reflection on 
my own Act, I believe my Sins are all forgiven, p 4102, 
mw „without knowing any Thing further about my 
tate, man that lam by Nature a Child of Wrath, 
and an Heir of Hell, under the Curſe of an angry 
* and Sin- revenging God. ”p. 175. But if I believe, 
that I, tiny own Apprehenſion, am an Unbelicver, 
am juſtified; then I believe, that an Unbeliever is juſtified ; 
which they own to be à Lie.—Indeed, they hold, that 
in my believing iteto be true, it becomes true. And 
ſo tho' it was a Lie, yet now it becomes true. And 
ſo they keep themſelves from ſeeing that what they be- 
lieve, continues to be a Lie However, it was à Lie, 
when firſt believed, according to their own Scheme: 
For it becomes true, only in Conſequencs of their believ- 
7 | C ing 
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ing it to be true. And if God has never ſaid, as in 
Fact he has not, that , ice believe our Sins are forgiven, 
they ſhall be forgiven ;, what they believe is not only a 
Lie, when they believe it, but alſo continues to be a 
Lie,notwithſtanding their Faith; and will be found to 
be fo at the Day of Judgment, according to the expreſs 
Declaration of our blefled Saviour, Mat. vii. 21--27. 
BUT again, what they believe, may be proved to be 
2 Lie, by another Argument. Thus — according to 
Scripture, no impenitent Sinner, while ſuch, ever was, 
or ever will be forgiven : But they believe themſelves 
'orgiven while impenitent: therefore what they believe 
s a Lie.— That no impenitent Sinner, while ſuch, ever ; 
was, or ever will be forgiven, is plain from Lev. xxvi. / 
throughout, - 1 Xin, viii. throughout. Prev. xxviii. 13. 
Jai. Iv. 7. Luk. xiii. 5. Ads ii. 38. & iii. 19. &c. &c. a 
as I have proved at large in another Place (ay onthe 4 
Nature of the Ceſpel. Sect. viii.) nor can theſe Men deny « 
it, without expreſly contradicting the //eflmin/ler Con- 7 
/effion of Faith, which aſſerts, Chap, XV. That ne Sin- « 
ner” may expet} Parden without Nc pentance. And if they WM. « 
gwe up that Con fein of Faith, as hetcrodox, - what will 
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become of their bold Pretences, and confident Affir- y* 
mation, That all the Prote/lant World are on their Side, * 
except Arminians, Baxterians, & rantingSefartes ? p. 95.— 7 6 
But they believe themſelves forgiven while impen tent. 00 
As is certain from this, that they all hold, that a belief 6 
they are forgiven is the very thing which cauſes them x 
ta begin to repent.— Therefore, their Faith conſiſts in a0 

believing a Lie. — But 7, 1H 
- GrAXTING the Fact believed, to be indeed true, * 
g yer as it is acknowledged to be no Truth revealed in 2 
i the Goſpel, their Faith is not an evangelical Faith, nor t 
| ate thoſe religious Affections, which flow from it, evan- 9 
| { zelical Graces, For as the Fact believed is not reveal- 'b 
| -d.in the Goſpel, ſo it is no part of Goſpel Truth. And A 
i {> their Faith is not Goſpel Faith, nor their Holineſs, b 
% Goſpel Holineſs. For all Evangelical & haly Affections 7 
1 e excited in the Mind by Goſpel Truths. Fal. E. 5 Nt 

| | | 2% 
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Joh, Xvii. 17. Jam. i. 18. They may be called Antino- 
mans; and they greatly reſemble the ancient Maniche- 
ans; as I have ſhewn in the forementioned E 
but they cannot with Propriety,be called Chri/tians ; tor 
that which is the Foundation of their Scheme, is no Part 
of Chriſtianity, is not once taught in Chriſt's Goſpel ; as 
they themſelves acknowledge. For the whole Goſpel, 
they own, is true before we believe it, and whether we 
believe it or not. But the firſt and fundamental Article 
of their Creed, and that from which all their religious 
Affections flow, is not true before they believe it to be 
true; and ſo it is no Part of the Goſpel. 
4. In order to prove Mr. Sandeman's Faith, not to be 
juſtifying Faith, Mr. /7/on uſes this Argument. Every 
one who. is poſſeſſed of juſtifying Faith, muſt un- 
% doubtedly be juſtifyed; but a general Belief of the 
„ Goſpel, or a general Aſſent to the Truth of the 
Facts recorded in the New Teſtament, is to be found 
e with many who ate never juſtified: therefore a gene- 
ral Faith or aſſent to the Truths of che Goſpel, & Hiſtory 
« of the Facts recorded in the new Teſtament, is not juſt - 
„ fying Faith“. p.) 2--- This Argument heaſſerts to be con- 
; clufiye But it is equally ſtrong againſt himſelf, For,— 
exery one who is poſieſſed of Juſtifying Faith, muſt 
de undoubtedly guilificd: z; but a bevef of the Remiffion 
, Sing, tut appheption o a Mans ſiif,, which is 
« his own Definition of juſtitying Faith, p. 145. is to 
de found with many who were never juſtified; as he 
© himfelfs own; p. 102. therefore tliis belief is not 
jultieyiag Path 
SHOULD he fay, that Selt-deceived Sinners do not 
believe their Sins to be forgiven, upon the Teſtimony 
of God in his Word: the ſame is true on his Scheme, 
by his own Acknowledgement © for it was not true be- 
fore he believed it; But the Teſtinomy of Got is true 
before we Te It, and whether we ever believe it or 
not : as he himſelf owns. Theretore his Faith is not 
bhiſt on the Divine Teſtimony : But rather, as Mr. 
_ Mar fall fays, „is without anyEvidence from Seriptute 
=Seble or Reaſon.” C 2 On 
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Or ſhould he ſay, that the Faith of deluded Sinner 
1s not productive of Evangelical Graces: Ihe ame 
may be ſaid of his Faith. For no religious Affections 
can be called evangelical Graces, - which do not reſu!t 
from the Knowledge and Belief of ſome Truth revealed 
in the Goſpel. ' But the ſuppoſed Truth, which is the 
Source of all their religious Affections, is not containe| 
in the Goſpel: as they themſelves own. | 
Or thould he ſay, that deceived Sinners are prompte“ 
to believe their Sins forgiven, from a ſelf-righteou; 
Spirit: Juſt this is the Caſe on the Scheme of thel: 
Men. As I have proved at large, #/ay, Sea. IX. — 
There is no poſſibſe Way then ſor him to get rid of the 
Force of his own Argument. It is equally Concluſive 
againſt his Scheme, and Mr, Sandeman's: And does 
indeed confute them both at once. Rs 
Tus we ſee, that the Faith of theſe Gentlemen, in 
which they profeſs to believe that to be true, which 
is aot true before we believe it, — implies J Con- 
tradiction in it's own Nature — is the belief of a'Lic— 
is no Goſpel Faith—is nothing more than deluded Sin- 
ners may have: it is therefofe very far from being that 
precious Faith, Mhichꝭ is peculiar to God's Elect, and 
which is infallibly connected with eternaf Life — No- 
thing therefore now remains, but to attend carefully to 
- Mr. Mien Argumems jn it's Vindication, which ma) 


be lumn-:d vp in theſe four. nnn | 
+. Dre, Wilſon's Arguments to prove, that inJuſli- 
| Jſying Faith, we believe that to be true;which 
4 045 not true before ue believe it. 
"Ate, I. Fact the Offers and Promiſes of the, Goſpel. 
His Notion, is, that the Declaration of the Goſpel a- 
.. mounts to this. O, impenitent, unconyerted, chriltlels 
Sinner, (believe and thou ſpalt be, ſaved, i, e. believe thy 
Sins are forgiven, . and they thall be forgiven. , Believe 
thou, ſhalt be ſaved, and. it ſhall be to thee according to 
thy Faith, It is not true before we believe, but in be- 
e War nn 92" heving 
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lieving it to be true, it becomes true. According to by 


mel! Faith fo ſhall it be 10 thee, pa. 14 — But this Declara- 
on; tion is not made in the Goſpel,: but is a Lie; and he 
un - that believes it, believes a Lie; as has been already 
prove y K 30 O 6} Da #46 F ' $181 3 . 
th Mx. Miſſon has laboured the Point, in Vindicatiomof 
Mr. Marſhall's Words, p. 28, 20, 30,31. and this is the 


Sum and Subſtapce of his Plea an offered Gift is 
„e | nor mine before 1 receive it. —z But che offer gives me 
a Right to receive it.“ to believe it mine is to receive 


zee in Therefore in Juſtifying Faith, we believe that to be 
ue which is not true before we believe it. — a mcer 

the Fallacy — to believe a T bing mine, is different from, 
ſive MW aud a, Conſequence of receiving it. For inſtance, a 
es Mam offers me a Guinea; the Guinea ſuits my Heart, 
I receive it, I Know I receive it, and ſo I xnow and be- 

n lie ve it is mine: — But here is nothing like believing a 


ien ars to be true, which is not true before I believe in; 
[HE Hbariſea firmly bejieved, that the God of Abra- 
bam, (was their, God and Father and Friend; and would 
n. make them happy for ever. This none can dens. 
Hat But did they recerve the, Gag of Abraham For iir God 
and MW an Fartion; as he was offered to them in the Old Teſta- 
No- ment i—- No, far from it. — They hated and rejected 
/ to him with all their Hearts, and murdered his very Image, 
nay his an begotten Son. Juſt ſo x deluded Sinner may be 
raviſhed in a belief, that Chriſt, Pardon and Heaven. 
5 are his on,; and yet in the mean time may hate and 
/ti- reject with the utmoſt Abborzence, that Chriſt, that 
eh Pardom and that Heaven; which are offered intheGoſ- 
pel, as I have ſhewn at large in the ſorementioned &//ay. 
* We agree—that the Goſpel propcſes nothing to be 
pel. 1 6 believed hy us, ſays Mr. Hiſſan, but what is infal- 
fſübly true, whether we believe it or,not.—Butat any 
leis eine ſhould from hence infer, that the Goſpel does 
ot afford ſuſßient Warrant, or lay a Foundation 
tor believing any thing, but what is infallibly true, 
g 10 whether we believe jt or not: This we beg Leave 
e deny... For as Gone the Golge) ingly prowl 


3 o' 


26 A Blow:at the Root of the refined 


Or ſhould he fay, that the Faith of deluded Sinnen 
is not productive of Evangelical Graces: Ihe came 

may be faid of his Faith. For no religious Affection 

can be called evangelical Graces, which do not reſu!t 

from the Knowledge and Belief of ſome Truth revealed 
in the Goſpel. But the ſuppoſed Truth, which is the 
Source of all their religious Affections, is not containe| 
in the Goſpel: as they themſelves own. 

Or thould he ſay, that deceived Sinners are prompte 
to believe their Sins forgiven, from a' ſelf-righteou; 
Spirit: Juſt this is the Caſe on the Scheme of thel: 
Men. As [ have proved at large, #/ay, Sect. IX. — 

There is no poſſible Way then for him to get rid of the 
Force of bis own Argument. Iris equally Conclulive 
againſt his Scheme, and Mr, Sandeman's: And does 

indeed confute them both at once. : 
THrvs we ſee, that the Faith of theſe Gentlemen, in 
which they profeſs” to believe that to be true, which 
is aot tree before we believe it, — implies £4 Con- 
tradiction in it's own Nature—'is the belief of a'Lic— 
is no Goſpel Faith—is nothing more than deluded Sin- 
ners may have: it is therefofe very far from being that 
precious Faith, Which is pecuſiar to God's Elect, and 
which is inſallibly connected with eternal Life — No- 
thing therefore now remains, but to attend carefully to 

- Mr. Miſſan's Arguments in it's Vindication, which may 

be ſummed vp mitheſe four, uu. 

Mr, Wilſon's Arguments to prove, that inuſti- 
Dying Faith, we believe that to be true; which 

2 0 45not true before we believe it. 

v 1b ti Me e (. | 1 9 . 

7 "Are, I. Faoa the Offers and Promiſes of the, Goſpel. 

"His Notion is, that the, Declaration of the Goſpel 2. 

mounts to this, O, impenitent, unconyerted, chriltlels 

Sinner, believe and thou ſhalt he ſaved, i. e. beliexe thy 
Sins axe forgiven, . and they hall be forgiven. , Belicye 
thou ſhalt be ſayes, and it ſhall be to thee according 19 
thy. Faith, It is not true before: we believe, bur in be- 
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lieving it to be true, it becomes true. According to #by 


we - Faith ſo ſpall it be to thee, pa. 14. —— But this Declara- 
„ top is not made in the Goſpel,: but is a Lie; and be | 


un - that believes it, beheves a, Lie; as has been already 
by Mix. Miſſon has laboured the Point, in Vindicatiomot 

Mr. Marſhalls Words, p. 28, 29, 30, 31. and this is the 
Sum and Subſtance of his Plea “ an offered Gift is 
not mine before 1 receive it.. (But the offer gives me | 
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wn. a Right to receive it,” —-**to believe it mine is to receive 1 
of WM it” Therefore in Juſtifying Faith, we believe that to be L 
_ true which: is not true before. we believe it. — a meer 
the Fallacy to believe a, bing mine, is different from, . 
e aud a Conſequence of receiving it. Fot inſtance, a 
de Mam offers me a Guinea; the Guinea ſuits my Heart, 

I receive it, I know I receive it, and ſo I know and be- | 
ia lee it is mine ne But here is nothing like. believing a 
Fr thing to be true, which is not true before I believe in 
my [HE Phariſees, firmly beſieved, that the God of Abra- 0 
* bam, was their God and Father and Friend; and would i 
in. make them happy for ever. This none can deny. l 


nat Bot did they recerve the, Gag Abraham for iir God 
and a, Hartion; as he was offered to them inthe Old T eſia- 
J- ment f—- No, far from it. — They hated and rejected 
to him with all their Hearts, and murdered his very Image, 
his any begotten Son, Juſt ſo a deluded Sinner may be 
raviſhed in a belief, that Chriſt, Pardon and Heaven. 
ö are his own; and yet in the mean time may hate and 
li- reje with the utmoſt Abborzence, that Chriſt, that — 
ieh Pardon; and that Heaven; which are offered in the Goſ- 
pel, as I have ſhewo at large in the ſorementioned A 

„We agree—that the Goſpel propcſes nothing to he 
8. * believed by us, ſays Mr. Hilſan, but what is infal- 
; '* libly- true, whether we believe it or,not,—Butat any 
[els *..one-{hou!d-from hence infer, that the Goſpel does 
thy pot afford ſufficient Warrant, or Jay a Foundation 
| * for-believing any thing, but what is infallibly true, 
210 i ©.whether we believe it or not: This we beg Leave 

to deny. For as g the Goſpel freely pom ſes, 
1 | 3 0. 
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"0 or makes an offer of Life and Salvation to Sinners 
_* thro* Jeſus Chriſt, it is evident, the Promiſe cannot 
be believed, but in the way of appropriating the Gift, 


„or believing they ſhall be faved through his Blood: 
„ which certainly cannot be ſaid to be a Truth, whe- 


ther we believe it or not; for if it was, all who heas 


e the Goſpel would infallibly be faved. 
Tus Matter is plainly this: the Gofpet no where 


 «< propoſes it as a Fruth to be believed, that Men ſhall 


de ſaved throughChriſt, whether they believe or not; 
dut it every where teſtifies, that he that believeth ſhall be 
I favel.” Now this very Declaration publiſhed, and fre- 
4- quently repeated in the Goſpel for theEncouragement 
of Sinnets, makes it warrantable;for every one of them 
to beheve his oon particular Salvation thro* Chritt. 
„ And the Truth is, till he believes this upon the foot- 
ing of the divine Promiſe, Faithfulneſs, or Veracity, 
ge in effect, really and in the Senſe of Scripture, 
* difbelieves and calls in Queſtion the Fruth of the 
_ ** divine Teſtimony made known in the Propofition a- 


fre- mentioned. That he does fo, evidently appears 


„ by his not crediting it, ſo as to reſt his hope of Sal- 
vation wholly upon the Fromiſe of God, and the 
Record which he has given of his Son,” in the Goſ- 


"= p. 14,15. | 

- -Stop now, candid” Reader, and critically examine 
mee Words. He difhelieves the divine Feſtimony,“ 
"bays he: But why ? becauſe he does not reſt his hope 
of Salvation wholly uopon the Promiſe of God.“ — 


but pray, what promiſe ? Why this, (he that betieveth 
A ſhall be ſaved.“ Which is ſo „frequently repeated 


in the Gospel,“ —— Ve that believeth 7 that beheveth 
what + pray,” What is the Sinner to believe? he is to 
believe dis own particular Salvation.” —— to“ believe 


"that he ſhall'be ſaved.” gut is this the meaning of 
me Text? © hidetd no. That Propoſition is not once 
uſed in this Senſis the Bible. The Goſpel no where 


deelares; that i that believeth he Jha!l . [Ball be favid': 
bur very many times expreſly to the contrary. oe 
a * ing 
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ſhall be forgrven 
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Thing beheved is a Lie. But to-believe à Lie, jg not 
to believe in Chriſt ; unleſs they make this Lie, that very 
Chriſt; on which they venture their alf for Eternity, --- 
Read the Bible thro'; Oimpenitent, uneonverted chriſt- 
Jeſs dinner, and you may find enough ſuchDeclarations ag 
theſe, Repent and be baptized in the Name of ithe — efats 
for the Remi 57 of Si. repent and be' torrvertt 

thy Sin may be blotted ont. —Hacept ye repent ye ſhall perijÞ-—- 
repent, and believe the Gofpcl———deheve in the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift and tbou ſhalt be faved—— and theſe Declarations 
are all true before you believe them, and whether you 
believe them or hot. But you can no where find 
any thing Il ke this, deve thy Sins are forgiven, aud they 
believe thou Batt be faved, aud the 
ſhalt be ſaved, —— In this Caſe, what you believe is 
not true before-you believe it, as they themſelves grant. 
And believing a Lie, tho' it may make it ſeem true to 
you, yet it will not make it in Fact true. 

\ Pray, ho is he that believes the divine Fellimony ? 
He that believes the very Fhing God! means to fay ; 
Or he that pits a new Meaning to God's Words, which 
God never intended, and which never came inte his 
Heart May we not 7 of theſe- Men, as our Savi- 
our did of the Pha hariſees ; by your 1 104. make the 
Command of God none Eff 15. Fa Lad they 
make the Declarations-of the G 722 


declares, Except ye repent, ye pull all periſh e Roos and be 


converted, that your in may. be blotted aut. But theſe Men 


teach, that if an impenitent, unconverted Sinner, while 
ſuch, believes his Sins are blotted out, they are blotted 


out. That is, if he believes a Fhing to be true, which 


is is dneaty contrary to the Declaration of the Goſpel, it 
\ſhall become true: And fo his Faith ſhall cauſe the _ 
cdlaration of the Gof 


to become a Lie. | 
BSI Es, O-Chtiſtieſs Sinner, what Warrant 8 
yon t believe that your Sins are forgiven ? is it already 
true ?/ no. But does * the Goſpel ptopoſe any Thing 
to be believed by-/us, but what is infallible true, whe» 
* 8 we believe u or not D Mr. Miſſin gd 
j 
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ob/iged-to ſay; no gut then ſavs, *1heGoſpe! wir. 


_ $+-rants you to believe, what jt dees not propoſe to you to 


„ be- believed.” But is not this an expreſs. Contra. 
dition? No, ſays. Mr. Viſſn. For the Promiſe of 


_ #4 the: Goſpel cannot be behaved, but in believing that 


. they hall be ſaved thro” his Blood.“ As if he bad 
leid, the Promiſe cannot be believed, but in believing 
len ute Prone dogs: hot ſay. For the Promiſe does 
not ſay, that you in paxticular ſhall be ſaved. Or ihat 
you, ſhal be ſaved, , you. believe you ſhall be faved. 
oor that. here is another Self- contradiction, viz. A Pro- 
miſe cannot be believed but-in beleving What 4 is not 
containcd in the Promiſe.!-4 © 

Bur, ſays Mr. i ſau, if a Man offers me: B Gif 
25 freely, 1 have certainly A Warrant ta receiye it, and 
in receiving it, to beheve it mine,“ p. 18 I hat is, 
conſcious to my ſelf, that I do: recewe it, I have good 
Evidence to beheve it is mine And in this Caſe, it 
is mine, in order of Nature, before I believe it mine. 
And ©, what + believe is true, before I believe it. And 
o this Simikitude is nothing to the Purpoſe, nor does 
it at all help to reconcile to commondenſe their range 


Kind of Aſſurance, Wluch is van different from ober 


#-oidinary Kinds.“ Fer they believe Chriſt is their's, 
wit haut an bol that they receive him. p. 123 
Andweonſtantly affira.that, that A ſſurance o an untere 
in Chriſt, which: reſuks merely ſrom a Nadulaeh of 
any ;ipbevens Grace, is al together gent. 


Bor no an can belie ve the Golpal, — not 


believe his Sins are pardoned, in Mr. II in's. Judgment. 
p. 16, 133, Kc. . And yet he Kbeys, and he 
owns, that æhis Fact is not revealed in ihe Goſpel. Yea, 
he \ſa5s, it is not propaſed in the Goſpel to be believed 
by us.“ p. 14. And yet no Man, he ſays, can believe 
the Geipel, u ho do:s not believe it. An expreſs Con- 
tradition again. Mr. (fon Stroms a Man way have 
Saving Faith, and yet not know that at is ſaving: p. 423- 

ag. Bot he —5 have a Sinner believe his Sins 


me pardoned, previous ta one ſingle Thought, thay be 
9283 2 as 
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p. 123. But in this Caſe, it muſt 
However, 


has ſaving Faith. 
be “without any Evidence of the Thing.” 
he diſbelieves theGoſpe!, if he does not believe it, altho' 


there is no ſuch Thing in the Goſpel 
Kind of Aﬀurance Vo oo oe 2 
Bor, fays Mr. Milſon, © the ſtung Iſraelites, in look- 


« A ſtrange 


„ing to the brazen Serpent, had, every one of them, 


« good Reaſon to believe, and fully aſſure himſelf, that 
* he in particular hould be healed.“— And why? 
plainly becauſe every Traelite,”while'corifeious' to him - 
ſelf that he is looking, muſt be certain bf x Cure.—Ard 
juſt thus any Sinner, who is conſcious to himſelf that 
he looks to Chriſt as he is invited to do, may be as cer- 
tain of '# Cure. But in Mr. Minis <ftrange Kind of 
Aſſuranee,“ we muſt he certain of a Cure without any 
ſue h Conſeiduſneſs p 123. is p, he conſtantly cries, 
to get Aſſuranee from tus Conſciouſneſs. But had a 
ſtung Iſraelite locked to the brazen Serpent withoat 
being at the ſame time conſcious to himſelf, that he did 
look, he could not have been aſſurèdtof à Cure, not- 
withſtanding: his Belief of the divine Declaration, that 
- whoſoever boat ſhall be headbliii. 
— Bvor Mr. in will again ſay, ss had not the Iſra - 
„ elites a good Warrant tto take and eat the Manna 
„ nicht lay around their Tents ?. and has not ev 
% Sinner as good a Right to take Chriſt the Bread of 
Life, and eat and hve for ever ?“ p. 31. Had the 
Ifraclites loathed the Manna ſo perfectly, as abſoluteſy 
to re fuſe to gather and eat it; and in their Hunger, ſet 
themſelves to work up a! Belief, that their Bellies were 
fult, without any Conſciouſneſs of the Thing; it might 
have been to Mr. Habs Purpoſe. But what was there 
in all their Conduct, at all reſembling Mr. ##ſor;s Faith)? 
They gathered the Manna, they made Cakes of it, they 
eat, they were refreſhed, and they were conſcious to 
"themſelves of alk that paſſed. | Here was no Aﬀurance 
worked up without any Evidence from Scripture, Senſe 
or Reaſon.“ Here was no beſieving any Thing to be 
true, but what was true beſore it was believed. Here 
15499 6 was 
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was nothing but what was perfectly rational. In ſhort, 
here was nothing like theſe Men's Notion of Faith, not 
the leaſt ſhadow of a Reſemblance. Nor indeed is 
there in all- Nature any Thing to reſemble their Faith, 
unleſs among thoſe who are delirious, who very often 


_ . belitye ſtrongly Things to be true, which would have 


no Truth in them, if they did not believe them. But 

then, even the moſt delirious Man alive, never attempied 
to act lo diſtractedly as to try to believe, that to be true, 
. which he knew as yet was not true, This is peculiar 
to theſe Meg, and there is nothing like lit in the Uni. 
verſe. For, as honeſt Mr. Marjball ſays, this is a 
range kind of Aſſurance, far different from other ordi. 
«nary Kinds.“ To hunt about therefore, for Simi. 
tudes, to repreſent it, is quite out of Character — Bu: 
the Men are ſhocked, to ſee their Scheme ſtark naked! 
and therefore theſe Similtuges, like Fig-leaves, are ga- 


thered to hide it's Nakedneſs. But all in vain.“ 


Tnus we have a Specimen of Mr. Lis Manner 
of Reafoning,: to vindicate our believing that to be true, 


which is nat true, from the Declarations, Offers and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. He repeats mueh the ſame 


Things perhaps! 200Times-over in his two: Volumes. — 
And when all is ſad and done, it comes ta tbis----- 
Gad has, ia Fact, no where in his Word declkrati, that 
my Sins are forgiven-j however 1 maſt believe they are 
forgiven, ar I do not believe the Word:of God lt is 
ee 4 helieve it, but abſolutely falſe ; yet! 
havg a god Wocrant to believe it is true, altha have 
no'Eriderice uf the Thing from Seripwure; Senſe or 
Reaſon. In receiving; a! Gift, I Know it is mine; bu: 


Ai this Knowledge aries from a Conſciauſoeſs that  re- 
coeive it, I am a F 80 abſurd, fe)Selficdntr:- 


dictory is hits whole Courſe of Reaſoning. And yet he 


| y ber have all the Bible, and all the Froteſſan- 


orld on his Side. And ins Man ean be faved, ho 
4s:deſtitute of this unſetiptural, irrational, ineonfiſtent, 
Self- nntradidtory Thing,” which he calls, by the facred 


Mme ot Faith in Chrüt. Hut ſet us proceed 40 


another 
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another Argument, which like the former, is repeated 
over and over again, and ſcattered along thro* his whole 
Performance. | 
Arg. 2. FRom'theNatare of Reliance on Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs. Perhaps this Argument is ſtated and urged 
no where to ſo good Advantage, as in p. 15, 16, 17. 
t will not be denied, that the Goſpel declares Chriſt 
« to be an al. ſufficient Saviour, and bears Telitinony 
«. to his Righteouſneſs as every way ſufficient for the 
« Juſtification of the moſt guilty Sinner. — If one ap- 
% proaching to a frozen Lake or River, over which he 
« hasOccafion to paſs, tells me that hc has been aſſured, 
« by good Information, that the Ice was ſufficient!y 
« ſtrong to ſupport him; and yet, after all, proves timo- 
« rous, and averſe to make trial, by venturing his Perfon 
freely upon it: I plainly perceive he has no Faith in 
the Report he heard; becauſe he does not truſt in it, 
« or, which is the ſame thing, he cannot truſt, relie, con- 
« fide in, or venture himſelf on the lee. None can be 
« ſaid to believe the Report of the Goſpel concerning 
« the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but thote who, without 
being conſeious of am perſonal Merit or good Quali- 
« fication about themſeſves, rely firmly and wholly upon 
„ that Righteouſneſs for Juſtification and Salvation. 
« And it is equally certain, that ſuch a firm Reliance, 
or fiducial Recumbancy upon the Righteouſneſs of 
« Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel, muſt, in the very Na- 
« tare of the Thing, imply the Faith of one's own Juſti- 
« fication and Salvation thro' this Righteouſneſs. - --- 
« Fer a Man to venture himſelf, and all his moſt valu- 
„ able Intereſts, upon a Bottom that he doubts is 
« weak and inſufficient to ſupport him, would be the 
« greateſt Folly imaginable; yet this he muſt do, who 
„ pretends to rely wholly upon Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs for Juſtification and Salvation, 
« ard yet hath not the- Faith of his own Salvati- 
on. if 2 Man has been aſſured, by good 
* Information, that the Ice of any frozen Lake or 
* River he has cccaſioa to paſs over, is ſufficiently 
« firong 


y* h | 
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<« ſtrong to ſupport him; and yet is timorous, and 


% doubts whether he will be ſafe if he ſhould 
venture upon it ; it is plain he does not con- 


« fide in, or give Credit to the Report he heard ; for: 


if he did, he would be as much aſſured of his own 
„Safety, as of the TI ruth of the Report, or the Vera- 
eity of him that made it. Tbe, Application is eaſy.— 
Upon the whole, it is evident, that till a Man believes, 
% and is in ſome Meaſure. aſſured of his own j;uſti- 
« fication and Salvation thro” the Righicouſneſs and 
«© Blood of Chriſt, he never truly believes the Report 
of the Gofpel,'or the divine Teſtimony concerning 
«© the ſame. Let the Reader then, judge Whether there 
„is any Pruth or Senſe, in aſſeriing, that the Hearers 
of the Goſpel, have no Warrau to belie e any 
„ 'Thipg but what is iafa}libly trve,' whether they be— 
„ lieye u or not.“ To which, I Auſwer, 
. IT is written, He is able to ſave io the utter maſt all why 


came to God by him. I hear the Report, I underſtand it, 


L believe &-with. alt my Heat; and in the belief of it, 
I come to God by Chriſt, toy Salvation. I am conſcious to 
my felt, I do ſo. Aud ſo I believe L ſhall be ſaved. 
But what 1 believe is true before I believe it, and 
whether I believe it or not. For he who comes to G:d 
by Chrift, ſhall be ſaved, whatever Doubts he may have 
of his good Eſtate. And here is nothing be'izved, but 
upon good Evidence. And nothing hke their **ſtrarce 
Kind of Aſſurance,“ wbich is worked up“ without 20 
Evidence of the Thing.“ As Mr, Marſball honelily 
ſtates the Caſe.—— For, 

2, Om their Scheme hey believe they ſhall be ſaved, with- 
out any Conſciouſneſs of their. ming to Godby Chriſt, as 
Mr. Wilſm declares over and over again. p. 102, 123 


They believe their Sins are forgiven, without any Con- 


ſciouſneſs of Repentance, Cunverſian, or Faith in iht Hab 
of, Chriſt. They believe they ſhall: have a ſafe Paſ- 
ſage over the Lake, without any Conſciouſneſs of. ven- 
turing or walking en it. And ſo they believe _ 
' TY 99 81 £599 thing 
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thing to be true, which in Fact is not true ; and which 
at the Day of Judgment, will be fouud to be à Lie. 


Con, candid Reader, come go with me, to the Side 


of a frozen Lake: View the Ice. with your own. Eyes, 


and behold and fee, it is full ten Feet thick. And will 


not this bear the Weight of a ſingle Man? Yea, will 
it not bear the Weight of a; thouſand Men? Lou 
therefore cannot doubt of the ſafety of venturing upon 
it, «without rebelling againſt eLight of yourRealon, 
+ Senſes and Conſcience.” And if you venture upon 
it, it is equally evident you will be ſafe. “ You are 
conſtrained io believe it by the cleareſt Evidence.” It 
is true before you believe it. Vou are certain it is true 
OD «the cleareſt Evidence.“ Vou are then at the fur - 
theſt Diſtance from any tbing like their Faith, nor have 
you the leaſt oceaſion to work up your ſelf to believe 
any thing **which is not true before you believe it, witkh- 
out any Evidence of the thing. So 
Comet, O cnlightned Sinner, whoſe Eyes are opened 
io ſee the whole Goſpel Plan in its Glory. Come view 
this Way of Salvation with your own Eyes. See God 
the; Lether, the infinitely, glorious Majeſty of Heayen 
and Earth, to magnify his Law, which- this revolted 
World all join to hate, and to condemn Sin, which this 
apoſtate Mord all join to juſtify ; even fee him, ſet forth 
his own Son, of equal Glory with himſelf, to be a Pro- 
pitjation, to declare his Righteouſneſs, that conſiſtently 
with the honqur of his Government, he may pardo: 
the penitent Sinner, that comes to him in the Name 
Christ. and looks only to. free Gravezthro' the Redemp- 
* mat is in Jeſus. View the infinite Dignity ot the 
ediator view his Mediatorial Character, Ge ee and 
Work —ſee how-he: bas, in his Life and Death, mag- 
nified-the Law and made it honourable ſee the eternal 
Father, how .infinigely, well pleaſed he is, in What his 
200 has done le raiſes him from the Dead ſets 
him at his on right Hand--»Repentance. and Remiſſion of 
Sins are proclaimed to a guilty World in his Name 
and the Cry! is, Repent; and be convertad that your Sins may 
te blotted aui. Can there be 8 Doubt now whether 3 215 
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ſafe to venture your all upon this Mediator, and return 
to God in his Name ? infinitely hateful, odious, and i!1- 
deſerving as you are ! impoſſibſe!] ſo ſure as Jeſus of 
Nazareth is the Meſſiah — ſo jure as he died on the 
Croſs, and now reigns at his Father's right Hand; even 

ſure and certain it is, that it is ſafe for a Sinner, for 
the greateſt Sinner, for any Sinner, to-repent and come 
toGod in hisNAME.--**Are you not conſtrained to be- 
eve this by the cleareſtEvidence ? And is it not equa!- 
'y certain, that if you rent, convert, and come 1 God in 
be Name of Chriſt, venturing your all for Eternity 
wholly & entirely upon his Atonement, Righteouſneſs and 
Merits, and the infinitely free Grace of God thro' him, 
as reve: led in the Goſpel; that you ſhall be ſafe, 
erernally ſafe. And therefore, in exact Proportion as 


; Fou are conſcious of 1 may be certain of 


your own Safety in particular. Nor have you any need, 
r any manner of Occaſion, to believe any Thing to be 
e which is nottrue ; or to believe without Evidence, 
Nay, you are ſer at the greateſt Diſtance from this kin 
_ of blind Faith, —— But on the other Hand, 
Wär Courſe for Comfort, can an impenitent, un- 
converted, chriſtleſs Sinner, while ſuch, blind to the 
Glory of God, tothe Beauty of his Law, and to the 
Glory and All- ſuffieiency of Chriſt, take ? if he will 
_ believe his Sins are forgiven, when in Fact they are not 
forgiven';z and he knows in hisConſcience they are not; 
he muſt believe without any Evidence of the Thing.“ 
And to call this, Faith in Chrift; to call this, tru/ting 
wholly in the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, is to put Darkneſs for 
Light; and to ſubſtitute in the Room of -Chrift, a Lie, 
and nothing but a Li, as the ſole Object of their Fuiib. 
Arg. 3. Flom the Nature of that Faith which was 
required of the Iſraelites ; and for the want of which 
they could not enter into the Land of Canan. When 
God gave the Children of 7frael, a promiſe of entering 
« intothe Land of Canaan,” fays Mr.Hi!en,-1 preſume 
j will not be denied, that they had not only a War- 
«© rant; but that it was their indiſpenſible Duty to be- 
„ heye, that he would bring them to the Poſſeſſion of 
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« it, notwithſtanding theDifficulties they might have to 
« encounter by the Way ;—yet it cannot be ſaid it was 
« intallibly true, that they ſhould enter into the promiſed 
Land whether they believed or not; for the Event pro: 
« ved the contrary. It is evident then, that they were 
„ called to believe ſomething that was not infallibly 
« ttue, whether they believed it or not.“ p.18,19. This 
« js equally true of the Promiſe of the Goſpel made 
« to Sinners of Mankind indefinitely.“p. 23 For God 
« hath given to all who hear the Goſpel, a Promiſe of 
<© entering into his Reſt of Heaven; which gives every 
« one of. them ſufficient Warrant to believe, that 
he ſhall be ſaved.” p. 23,24. ----- This Promiſe is 
« the fi and immediate Foundation of Faith: ---- It is 
„only by an approprieting and fiductal Peſwaſion there- 
« of, that any one can commence. a true believer. of 
the Goſpel, or attain to any certain Knowledge of 
« his eternal Election.“ p 25. However the Thing to 
be believed is not true before they believe it, and never 
will be true unleſs they do believe it. p. 18—26.. And 
therefore he concludes, that in juſtifying Faith, we be- 
lieve that to be true, which is not true before we be- 
lieve it. —— To this I anſwer, _ 255 7 
I. Tn Promiſe which God made to Abraham, and 
conlirmed by an Oaib, in Gen. xxii. 16. referred io Numb. 
Xiv. 30. (for God never did confirm by an Oath his Pro- 
miſe to that Congregation who came out of Egypt; there 
is no ſuch Thing on ScriptureRecord. 'Thereiore Numb, 
xiv. 30. has Reference to Gen. xxii. 16.) 1 fay, the 
Promiſe which God made to Abraham, and confirmed by 
an Oath, in Cen xxii, 16, to give the Land of Canaan to 


his Seed, was unconditional and ab/alute, And by it God 


obliged, himſelf, to give Abraham a Seed, and in due 
Time, in ſpight of all Obſtacles, Whether from their 
own Temper, or the Oppoſition of others, to bring them 
to, and put them in Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan. 
And bad God, by any Means, eventually failed of do- 
ing this Thing, he would have been chargeable with 
the Breach of that Promiſe, which he made to Abraham. 
Now this abſolute Promiſe 8 Abrabam, was a Wader. 
87512 2 O 
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38 "A Blow at thi Root of the refined 
of that dbſotule Promiſe, which God the Father made to 
his Sonzon his undertaking to(effer up himſelf à Sacri- 
fice for the Sins of Men; that he ſhould ſee his Seed, 
and prolong his Daus; that he ſhould fee the Travail of hi; 
Soul, and be fatisfied, Ifai. lili: By which Promiſe the 
Father abſolutely obliged himſelf, that all Chris Seed 
mould finally be brought te the heavenly Canaan, not. 
-withſtanding all Oppotition, from their on Hearts, and 
from every other Qnartef. And if by any Means, any one 
of Cbriſt, Sced ſnould finally periſh, God would be charge. 
able with a Breach of that Premiſe made to his Son. 
Bor as St. Paul reaſons, Rom. ix. 6 All are met Iſrall, 
which are of Ffratt ; ſo not all the Seed of Abraham, at- 
eording to the Fleſh, had an Intereſt in the abſolute 
Promiſe of the earthly. Canaan, in the Senſe, in which 
God originally intended-ity and in the Senſe, in which 
he afterwards explained it. For mae, who wes 3 
Child of Alralum, was firt eaſt off. And afterwards 
Efau wus rejected. And afterwards fix Hundred Thouſand 
were caſt off at once. And all, in perfect Conſiſtence, 
with the divine Promiſe to Abraham. Nor was there, as 
Mr. Wilſm inſinuates, the leaſt ſhew or appearance of 
any Breach of Promiſe. - F his was merely the im pious 
and blaſphemous Conſtruction, the wicked Waelites put 
upon the divine Conduct. For by an appropriating At 
of Faith, exactly of the fame Nature with that Mr. Vl. 
Jon pleads for, they had been fully perſwaded, that they, 
in particular, ſhould come to the Land of Canaan. And 
therefore, on their Diſappointment, were ready to ebarge 
God with a Breach of Fromiſe, Numb: xiv. 3. Fo which 
God, in great Wrath, ſays,” and ye ball know my — 44 
Promiſe; As if he had ſaid, this is what you impioul- 
ly charge me with, But unmoved to-alter my Deter- 
mination; by your impious Charge, in the Wilderneſs 
you fh#ll die: And if you call this a Breach of Promiſe, 
Fou ſhall know, I will break it thus: for aſſuredly your 
'Carcaſes fhall fall in the Wilderneſs,” And this is a 
lively Type of the final Doom, which will be paſſed, at 
the'greatDay, on #lFimpenitentSinners,whs by an ap, 
priating AF of Faith, have taken all the Promiſes 1 3 
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ſelves, hile in F act, ngt ons of DENT belong d to them 
in the Senſe, in which, they imagined. So they ſhall Anato 
Ged's Breach of Promiſe, juit as the wicked HWraclites did. 
2. THE abſplytc Fromiſe of the Land of Cangan made 
to Ahrgbam, bad no Reſpect to any,who were not of the 
Seed of Abrghgm according to the Fleſh. And therefor 
unleſs a Man could produce his Genealogy, and proye 
kunſelt a Deſcendant of Abra bam, he could, by thax 
Promile, claim no Right or Share in the Land of Car 
naan : For, without this, all the good Qualifications in 
the World would be no Weight to give a Man, a right 
to an Inheritance in that Land. $4893. 504 
So the abſolute Promiſe of the heavenly. Canaan made 
to.Chrit,has na Reſpect to any hut thoſe who 40 
Seed : thoſe Who are in Cbriſl. And therefore unlets a 
profeſſed Chriſtian can produce good Proof, that he is 
brill, he can claim no Title toHeayen,by virtue of that 
abſolute Promiſe. Our own Righteouſneſs, in this Caſe, 
can give no Title at all. But if $ Chrift's, then are ye Abra: 
ham's Keed, and Heirs according ta the Promiſe, Gal. li. 29. 
Warn theretorg any Man, wbo is uncanſciqus. that 
be is united;to, Chriſt hy Faith, is bold to pus in a Claim 
e the heavenly Canaan, he is guilty. of the groſſeſſ 
Preſamption, and has no Evidence to ſupport his Claim 
* from Scripture, Senſe or Reaſon. r 
3. Gop's Promiſe in Exod. Iii. 17, made to that Con; 
gregation which died in the Wilderneſs, of bringing 
mem to the Land of Canaan, was not an abſolute, bug 
conditional Promiſes: as is plain beyond all Dispute 
trom Numb. xxxii. 6— 15. Which the Reader is detired 
to turn to. And indeed the Condtions, altho' not ex: 
preiled in that Promiſe £x4d. 111, 17. were plainly. im- 
plied in the very Nature of the Thing, For it they 
ſhould, from an Attachment to the Pleaſures and Man- 
ners of Egypt, and from a mean and low Opinion of 
the Land of Canaan, or from a diſtruſt of the Diving 
power and Fidelity to conduct them ſafely thither, de- 
cline and finally refuſe to march for Cungan; or if after 
they. ſet gut on their Jaurney, repent they eyer entered 
on che Expedition, and dehize to go back again ; nei. 
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ther they, nor any Mortal elſe, would have had any 
reaſon to imagine, that God was obliged by that Pro- 
miſe he made io them in Exad. iii. 17. to bring then 
there. God's promiſe then to bring that Congregation 
to Canaan, left him at full Liberty, to kill them by Hun- 
dreds and Thouſands,if they rebelled ggainſt the Lord, in- 
ſtead of cordially falling in with his Propoſal ; yea, to 
doom all their Carcaſes to fall in the-Wilderneſs, —— 
It is abiolutely certain, by the Divine Conduct: that God 
viewed it, in this Light, — And therefore, 
Tut had no Warrant, not one ſingle Soul of them, 
to believe abſolutely, when they left Hp, that they 
ſhould come to Canaan. It is certain, Moſes underfiood 
the Matter thus from Numb. xxxii. (15. Nor had 
they any Warrant to believe any farther than this, viz, 
that if they would cordially fall in with the Divine Pro- 
Rut and from their inmoſt Soul bid an everlaſting 

arewelt to all the Manners and Pleaſures of Egypi; 
ſer their whole Hearts on the holy Land, enliſt under 
tho Banner of the God of Abraham, cleave to him witiy 
all their Hearts, march afier him, truſt his Wiſdom, 
eee and Fidelity, to conduct them thither, ls 

ower to overcome all Obſtacles, and ſo couragiouſſy 
march after him into the holy Land, and fight under 
him againſt the ſeven Nations of Canaan, and perſe- 
vere till they had obtained a compleat Victory; then, 
and in this Way, and in no other, wightthey expect is 
come to thePoſſeſſion of that good Land. — He, therefore, 
Who found within bimfelf, an Heart prepared &difpoitd 
to all this, might reaſonably expect, to arrive to a Pci- 
Eon ot that gcod Land; Unveſs ſome for ſpecial and 
wite Reaſons, God ſhould'think fit, inftead-of the carth- 
ly, to give him an Inheritance in the beavenly Canaan. 
And therefore, if the wicked Iſraclites, when they came 
out of Egypt, far, very far, from fuch a Temper and 
Diſpoſizon, did confidently believe they ſnould come to 
the promiſed Land; they had, in Fact, no Warrant for 
their Belief, Nor did God hold himfelf obliged, to or- 
der Things fo, that it ſhould be unto them, according 
40 their Faith ; but thought himſcti, at full Liberty, to 
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jead them into ſuch .trying Circumſtances,” 28 fuld 
effectuatiy diſcover their Unbelief, Enmity againſiGed, 
Attatchment to Egypt, low Thoughts of Canaan, all 
which were conſiſtent with that appropriating Bejief,they 
had, When they leit Egypt, that they ſhould get to 
Canaan- And when their Hearts were thus diſcovered, 
God held himſelf at Liberty, notwithſtanding any Pro- 
miſe he had made to them, to doom them all toDeatb. 
Av guſt ſo.it is, in the preſent Caſe. The Goſpel 
promiſes eternal Lite, abſolutely and unconditionally.to | 
no Child of. Adam : Nor has any Child of Adam, any 
Warrant to believe abſolutely and uncongitionally, that 
he ſhall be ſaved. But the Goſpel brings the News 
of-the Glories of the heavenly Canaan, where God the 
ſupreme Good, is to be for ever enjoyed, and repreſents . 
0 our View an almighty Saviour and Conductor; in- 
vines us to ſel] all for the Pearl of great Price, from our 
inmoſt Soul, bid an eternal Farewell to the Pleaſures 
and Manners of Egypt; lay up all, our Treaſures and 


Hopes in Heaven, deny ourſelves, take up our Croſs 


and follow Chriſt to the End of our Lives, placing 
our whole: Dependance on the Merits of his Blood, and 
the Influences of his Spirit; and promiſes that all ſuch 
ſhall finally arrive 4afe to the heavenly. Canaan ; But 
denounces Damnation againſt all the reſt.—— He then 
who is conſcious that he has ſuch an Heart in him, may 
expect to ſee that good Land. But if any, unconſcious 
of this, firmly believe, they ſhall aſſuredly inherit eter- 
nal Lite, their Faith is abſolutely © without any Evi- 
dence from-. Scripture, Senſe or Reaſon” ; juſt as Mr, 
Adarſhall ſays. And they may depend upon it, that 
God does not hold himſelf obliged, that according to their 
Faith,” fo; foall it be to them. For if Men will believe 
Things, which God never promiſed, he is not obliged 
to anſwer their preſumptuous ExpeRations, how much 
ſoever they may pervert his Word, to make themſelves 
believe that he is. If they will affirm, that altho' it is 
not true before they believe it; yet if they believe it is 
true, it will become true; ſtill God never ſaid fo. God 
never enjoined: this Kind of Faith, nor will he ever 
"Anſwer the Ex pectations it begets, Taz 
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THe Iraelites could not enter in, bacuue | of Lnbelisf,— 
Spiritual: Blindneſs is the Source of Unbelief, 2 Cer. iv. 
8 4. They were Blind to the Being and Pertections of 
God. They did not ſee, that the God of Abrabam was an 
abſolutely perfect, an infinitely glorious: and amiable 
Being ; the ſupreme; all- ſufficient Good, infinite!) 
worthy- of ſupreme Love,; and the moſt entire Confi- 
denee, Truſt and Dependance. Rather, they entertain- 
ed a lew Idea of God. And hence, when Things 
Jooked Dark, and they come to a Pinch, it appeared 
that they did not think in their Hearts, that he was a 
Being fit to be believed and truſted.— And fo, they 
did mot think- in their Hearts, that-ib bey mould ven— 


ture to take his Word, and merch after him to Canaan, 


that it would end well. Their A alli were luilt.up te Hea- 


ven, aud the Sms-of Anal were: there, And thereſore they 


were heartily ſorry they had ever left Egypt, and will- 


ed themſelves back again; they magnified the Glory of 


the Land of Bey, and ſpake contemptibly of the Land 
of Canaan, they blaſphemed- God, and were on the 
Point of toning Calib and Foſbra: —Fhus they could 
t enter in, becauſe of Unbelizfi: i. e. of their. Unbeliet of 
thoſe Things, which vere true, whether they believed 
them or not.— For God was an abſolutely perfect 


Being, ſit to be believed and truſted— And if they 
had believed him to be ſuch, and iu that Belief, ven- 


tured to Truſt him, and march after him io Canaan, 
it would have ended well/—— Theſe Things were true, 
whether they believed them or no. — And there was 
ſuſkcient Evidence of their Truth — And it was this 
that rendered their Unbelief ſo Criminal ..——Wherezs, 
had theſe Things not been true, but falſe ; bad they 
known they were falfe, they could not have been at all 
toBlame for their Unbelief. AndGod never did, & never 
will blame his Creatures for Unbelief, when he knows, and 
they know, that there is no Evidence from Scripture, 
Senſe or Reaſon, that the Things to be believed are true. 
Arg. 4. FRO thoſe Words, in Mor. xi. 23, 24. bo- 
1 foever Hall ſay unto this Aeuniain, be thou remuved, end be 


hes ca/b into theSea, and ſpat! as dus in tixHlaart,vut ful 


& blues 
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ov geliete that theſe Things which he 2 Hall come to paſs, he 
& ſhall haue whatſoever he ſaith, Therefore, I ſay unto you, iuhat 
«. Things ſecver ye deſire when ye pray, balieve that ye receive 
them, and ye ſhall have them — From theſe Words it is 
plain,“ ſays Mr. Wilſon, © that Men may have ſuffici- 
ent Warrant to believe ſome Things which cannot be 
t ſaid to be infallibly true, whether they believe them or 
„not.“ p. 27.— To which I Anſwer, 1 


1. THAT the Faith, here ſpoken of, is the Faith f 
Miracles. And it was true before they believed it; that 
if they» were at any Time inſpired by immediate Reve- 
lation, to declare, that ſuch a particular Miracle ſhould 
be wrought, it ſhould be done. When therefore the 
immediate Suggeſtion of the Divine Spirit came into 
their Minds, prompting them to declare, that a parti- 
eular miraculous Event ſhould happen, they had; from 
that, arid from the Promiſe of Chriſt, full Evidence to 
delieve that it would be dene on their Declaration; 
And on this Ground, Peter had a good Warrant to ſay, 
to the lame Man, in Ac. iii. Riſe up, and wah: And 


full Evidence before he ſpake, to believe, that on his 


Speaking, the Man would he healed. And fa again, 
here was nothing like their © ſtrange K ind of Aſſurunce, 
without any Evidence of the Thing.“ 
2. Bur if any are diſpoſed to underſtand the Promiſe 
in the 24th Verſe, in a larger Latitude, to reſpe&al} the 
Prayers of true Saints; FFhatfoever Nhing ye defive whe 
Je pray, believe ' that ye receive them, and "ye ſhall have them ; 
yet even then, the Words will not prove, that we ought. 
to believe that to be true, which is not true before we 
believe it.— For, it is true before we- believe it, that 
whatſoever we aſk the Father, in Chaiſt's Name, agre- 
ible to God's Will, ſhall be given to us, Mat, vii. 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11. Joh. xvi. 23, 24. When therefore any one 
#/ires, and is conſcious to himſelf, that he has an Heart to 
oft the offered Bleſſings of the Goſpel; in the Name of 
Shri, he cannot But know, it he believes the Goſpel to 
be true, that he ſhall have them For he is eonſtrain- 
ed to believe it; by the cleareſt Evidence: For he has 
the expreſs Promiſe of Chriſt in eCaſe.—As if 5 
. . N ay a 
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44 lau at the Root of the refined. 
lay to myChild,** whenever you wantBread,aſk me for 
* it, and you ſhall have it. Iwill never fail in any one 


4% Inſtance to give it to you. You may therefore come 


« in the. full Aſſurance of Faith, nothing doubring, but 
« that you ſhall receive it. For this I eſtabliſh as an 
« invariable Rule, by which I will conduct towards 


« you, viz, Al, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhall find. 
« When theretor 


to aſk it in the Manner you know 41 would lave you, 
« you may know before you aſk,that you ſhall receive: 
« And ſo you may aſk, believing you ſhall receive,, and y:u 
« all have it.” And now again, in all his, there is no- 
thing like their “ ftrange Kind of Aſſurance;“ nothing 
ke believing, without any Evidence of the Thing.“ 
and believing “ that to be true which is not before we 
believe it.” For it is true whether, we believe it 
or not, that whatſoever; we aſk in Chriſt's Name ſhall 
be given us. And we have the higheſt Evidence of the 
Fhing.:---- What it is to aſk in Chriſt's Name, has 


been already ſhe wu. (Eſſay. Sect. IV, and V.) 


3. In order to make this Text ſerve the Purpoſe of 


ting their Scheme, it mult be underſtood thus. 
« O chriſtleſs, impenitent, unconverted Sinner, who art 
« in an unpardoned State, under the Wrath and Curſe 
« of, God, impenitent as thou. art, believe thy Sins arc 
„ forgiven, and they ſhall be forgiven. 1 do not fay as 
« Peter did, repent and be canverted, that thy. Sins may le 
6 blotted. out; 1 ſay, impenitent as thou-.art,. and 
& certain as-thou.art, of. thine impenitency, without any 
«Evidence of the Thing, from Scripture, Senſe or Rea- 
&. ſon, believe thy Sins are blotted out, and it ſhall be 
« unto thee-according;to thy Feith. For altho! it is 
not true;before.thou belicve it in believing, it to be 
6 true, it. Mall become true. Believe therefore thy Sins 
« are forgiven, and they ſhall be forgiven.” — This is 
the Spirit and, Soul of that evangelical Preaching in 
faſhion-with theſe, Men. See p. 102, 123, 175, &c —— 
But neither that Text in Adar, nor any other in the 
Bible gives the leaſt, Cquntenance to their Scheme. 


"which 


/ Tavs.e.have, taken, à View, of the Arguments, 


3 want Bread, and have an rt 
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which Mr. & ilſin uſes, to prove, that in juſtifying Faith 
« we believe that to be true,which is not true before 
we believe it.” And thus we have finiſhed what 


was at firſt propoſed... And his Scheme, in contraſt with | 


that of the groſs Antinomians, ſtands thus, | 
GRross Antinomianiſm, and refined Antinomianiſm, agree 
in aſſerting, that in juſtifying Faith we believe that our 
Sins ate forgiven, and that God is reconciled'to us. 
Gross Antinomians, aſſert, (1.) That the Elect are 
juſtified before Faith. (2.) That their Juſtification is 


manifeſted to them by the Spirit of God. (3.) In Con- 


ſequence of which-they believe they are juſtified. (4.) 
This Belief pacifies their Conſciences, and is the Source 
of every religious Aﬀection. 

Rrridep Antinomians, afſert, (1.) That before Faith 
the Ele&, as well as others, are under the Wrath of 
God and Curſe of the Law, (2) That yet in Faith 
they believe God loves them, and' they are delivered 
from the Curſe of the Law, (3.) And becauſe this is 
not true before it is believed, therefore they believe it 
without any Evidence of the Thing. (4) This Belicf 
pacifies the Conſcience, and is the Lende 6 every reli- 
gious Affection. Now, | 

IF the Ele& are not juſtified before Faith, the groſs 
fntinomian Scheme is fundamentally falfſe.—— And, 

Ir in juſtifying Faith, we are not to believe that to 
de true, which is not-true before we believe it, the re- 
fined Antinomian Scheme is alſo fundamentally falſe. 


THe Fact believed on both Schemes is the ſame, viz. 


that an impenitent, unconverted, chriſtleſsSinner is juſti- 
fied. And a Belief of this Fact, on both Schemes, pro- 
duces the ſame Effects, v/z. pacities the Conſcience, and 
is the Source of all their Religion. And both Schemes 
grant that this Fact is not revealed in the Bible. But 
one vindicates his Belief by ſaying, the Elect are juſti- 
hed before Faith, and have their Jaftification immedi- 
ately revealed to them by the Spirit of God. And the 
other by ſaying, we are commanded by God, to believe 
that to be Fs which is not true before we believe it, 


and to believe without any Evidence of the Thing, _=_ 
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o have heard how the celebrated Mr. Marſhall ex- 
plains his Scheme ; and we have conſidered what Mr, 
Wilſon has to offer in its Defence. And the Controver- 
ſy is brought into a narrow Compaſs, to one ſingle Point. 
wz, whether in juſtifying Faith we believe that to be 
true, Which is not true before we believe it. And it is 
brought down out of the Clouds, and made plain and 
eaſy to the weakeſt Capacity, and every one is fret!) 
left to judge for himſelf. ner 

Ix atrer all any bewildered Sinner is ſtill at a 
loſs, let him take his/Bible-in his Hand, enter into his 
Cloſet, fall on his Knees, look op to God Who bas 
given him the Bible to be; the only Rule of his Faith, 


dend ſay. O Lord, thou haſt given me thy hely Word 


o be the only Rule of my Faith; and is it ſafe, great 
God, ſor me to venture my Soul for Eternity in the 
„ Belief of that, which, all acknowledge, is not reveal- 
ed in thy; holy Word? If every Truth contained in 
that ſacred Book, all which are true before they are 
believed, join to declare me an unpardoned Sinner; 


O leave me not to quiet my Conſcience by the Belief 


of that which is not revealed there]! O ſuffer me 
not to. fly from the unerring Word of my final Judge, 
e and take: Reſuge in a Lie]! Rather let me have no 
Peace, than a talſe Peace O lead me out of this be- 


- << wildered State, and give me an Heart to underſtand 
mand believe thy, holy Word, and make that the only 


Rule of my Fanh, of thine infinite Mercy thro” Jeſus 
« Chr.” Then let him turn to, re and well 


50 conſider. the following Lexts: Mat. vii. 21—27. 
Aci ni 19. Lud. Xi. 3z '$+ Hai. tv, 7. Prov. xxviii. 13. Aci. 


xX. 21. Jab. iii. 19, 20. 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. Lal. iv. 9, 
e e nl 8 1d 1 oa onal | 
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